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Broadcasting, one of the most typical inventions of the 20th century, is
a prolific provider of ”text” in the modern sense, in as much as it keeps
pouring out words and images about the world in a quantity and at a pace
almost beyond comprehension, All over the world, broadcasting
messages have been with us since the early 1920s, today encompassing
the globe by a host of satellites, cables and digital transmitters.

   Some of the radio and television programmes may be seen as
representations in a more or less direct sense, as is obvious from the jam
of microphones and cameras present at any ”important” contemporary
event. Others are interpretations if not artefacts, such as the carefully
composed news bulletins; some are reflections, some even perhaps
revelations of the world. They all share the common fate of being
”programmes”, that is: intentional messages transmitted through a
certain type of technology. In addition, they are all more or less
ephemeral, in the sense that they are communicated as sound/images for
immediate consumption without being ”frozen” such as written texts are.
And then they all share the quality of being produced by huge companies
or corporations constrained by certain principles typically of the ”public
spirit” of the society from which they originate.

How can such programme items be used as sources for history? What
is the status of radio and TV as providers of texts – ”facts” or ”traces”
from human life of the 20th century?

The present round table is made up by historians and media experts
covering several fields ranging from social history and media
phenomenology to political studies and macro history. The will share
their thoughts of how media messages may be considered useful for
historians as compared to other types of sources. Hopefully they will
leave a message for the 21st century by demonstrating how these
questions are viewed from the century which saw the invention and early
use of broadcasting in war and peace and during profound social
transformations.


