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In 1856-7, a teenager who lived in Xhosal and (today's eastern
Cape, South Africa), under the alias of Nonggawuse, prophesied
that if peasants killed cattle and abandoned grain, the dead
woul d appear. Sone 200, 000 peasants conplied. About 40,000 died.
It was 'probably the greatest self-inflicted i nmolation of a
people in alh hi story'. Nonggawuse, say Xhosa-speakers, 'killed
our nation'.

The limtations of contenporary sources (overwhelmngly witten
by Englishnmen), and the racialized | egacy of conquest, have
hanper ed expl anati ons. According to Xhosa oral traditions, and
sonme bl ack scholars, the British Governor of the Cape initiated
t he propheci es. Nonggawuse di ssem nated them The absence of

evi dence does not underm ne the theory. The Governor 'would
not. .. have_l eft evidence to "prove" what "every Xhosa"

bel i eves' . !

The white view, as it has been terned, stresses the novenent's
Xhosa roots. Most white historians analyze it as a mllenarian
response to the dislocations of conquesh. It was 'a religious
solution', after mlitarismhad failed.* A cattle epidemc, its
central cause, represented punishnment by the spirit world; 'the
desire to propitiate the ancestors...inspired the novenent',
generating sacrifice of cattle already doonmed to die.® Colonia
authorities, 'reacting to crises rather than setting the pace',
pl ayed but a minor role in this inward-I|ooking novenent, with its
| unar rhythns, its female visionary accorded cultural |egitimcy
in Xhosa society, its class contéadictions and politi cal
struggles internal to Xhosal and.® ' The cattle-killing did not
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enphasi ze hostility to the Cape' or settlers, stresses J.B.
Peires, its nost influential historian. Instead, believers

"l ooked forward to a mllenniumin which their dead ancestors
woul d return'.

What foll ows pursues the suggesthon that a gendered anal ysis
woul d reshape our understanding.® Firstly, nost accounts of the

' Nonggawuse Cattle-Killing' focus on one femal e prophet, one nale
dormain. Yet there were nmany prophets, many donai ns. Non-
cultivation had existed for al nost a year before Nonggawuse won
support. Causation needs rethinking. Neither sacrifice of sick
cattle, nor an agent provocateur, explain non-cultivation before
her intervention.

Secondly, patriarchs nonopolized the body politic and nost
property. Power - and collaboration - were tied to nmasculinity.
Black mal e villains are conspi cuously absent from oral

traditions. Yet the single nost significant individual commandi ng
destruction of male property was the Xhosa ki ng.

Thirdly, all accounts neglect a quintessential masculine domain.
The novenent nushrooned under the shadow of war: the 1850-3
frontier war, the 1853-6 Crinean war, |oom ng war between the
Orange Free State and Lesotho, frontier war panics every few
nonths. In 1856, with sixty per cent of the Xhosa living in the
enpire's only mlitary colony, the Governor, Sir George G ey,
orchestrated a panic. Crinean veterans were rushed to the
frontier. Abandonnent of peasant practices occurred in the
context of eight prior wars, a European war, constant war scares,
and the biggest European arnmy ever on the frontier. Since
"nationalismwas al nost indissolubly linked... with the idea o
war', this, too, was nore significant than normally conceded.

Fourthly, although the apocalyptic tradition is "'mlitantly
patriarchal', and gendered rhetoric saturates sources, the
teenager's mllenniumis typically described in gender-neutral
terms. ' The nost inportant [expectation] obviously, was "that the
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whol e nation will rise fromthe dead".'d The whol e nation woul d
not arise. Only nmen woul d appear. Only certain nmen woul d appear:
brave bl ack nmen, in an arny, under Chief Sifuba-sibanzi (Broad-
Chested/ Great Strength.) They would drive white nmen out of the

| and. The nost inportant expectation was that nmascul i ne black nen
of old would - unlike living Xhosa nen - get rid of Englishnen.

Final ly, gender-biased accounts of warfare hinder understandi ng
of this arny. Prior warfare has been narrated as a Boy's Om
romance: war denonstrated 'they were truly nen'; this was a
"heroic age' for which chiefs 'deserve a salute'; 'the Xhosa were
never defeated on the battlefield . Yet a 'giant' wardoctor had
led his followers into disaster.” He had i nvoked the Broad-
Chested One. He demanded cattle slaughter. He had dead warriors
in his arny. The teenager terned herself his prophetic
descendant. Tales of nen's heroic warfare and a worman's

m |l enarianismcould be told differently: as nen's disastrous
mllenarianism and a woman's warf are.

| am arguing, then, for a |onger, broader, |ess gender-biased
perspective. A worman, in a mlitarized context stretching way
beyond Xhosal and, had gatecrashed into a mal e occupation. As a
seer, communicating with an arny, she spoke out of a tradition
that had created nale 'giants'. Rather than indi genous dynam cs
or an inperialist plot, a dialectic operated. Action sparked
reaction in a vicious spiral, until the inflow of European troops
created mass commtnent to an invisible black arny - and a

hol ocaust. The cat astrophe enmerged, above all, fromthe caul dron
of war.

' OUR FATHERS WERE MEN

Between 1779 and 1853 - a l|ifespan - Xhosaland and the Cape
clashed in eight wars. In the first two skirm shes, the Xhosa
lost no land. When Britain seized the (Dutch) CapEﬂ Colony in
1795, 'the Xhosa nation was expanding, aggressive ." After the
third (1799-1802), fourth (1811-12), fifth (1818-19), sixth
(1834-35), seventh (1846-47) and eighth (1850-53) wars, nost of
Xhosal and had been expropriated or colonized. 'British Kaffraria
exi sted west of the Kei river. Independent Xhosal and had been
repeatedly invaded. Scorched earth tactics left a linguistic
mark: the Xhosa word for infantry also nmeant |ocusts (imqikela).

° C. Keller, 'The Breast, the Apocalypse and the Colonial
Journey', Journal of Femnist Studies in Religion, 10, 1994, 68;
Peires, Dead, 128.

3. B. Peires, The House of Phalo (Johannesburg, 1981), 139

164; J. B. Peires, 'Suicide or CGenocide? Xhosa Perceptions of the
Nonggawuse Catastrophe', Radical Hi story Review 46/7, 1990, 55;
Peires, Dead, 1.

" Peires, Phalo, 161.



The warcry ilizwe lifile - war has broken out - neant, literally,
the land i s dead.

Peasants did not uphold death of the land as a masculine ideal
The stereotypical Xhosa man was 'decidedly...the herdsnman, rather
than the warrior'. But when a chief declared war, his nmen had to
fight. The chief's wardoctor strengthened them and weakened
eneni es: ' magi ¢ E]a.ffected every human activity but nor e
particularly war'.

Land/ sea oppositions were central in this <clash between a
maritime enpire and peasants dreading the sea. After the second
confrontation with inperial troops, a nationalist prophet arose.
Nxele told nen to lay down their weapons; he was the son of God.
Hi s not her had all egedly energed from Uhl anga: a vast underground
cavern, from which the sun rose daily and the first people, the
first stock, had energed; all rivers potentially concealed
openings to it. His Father, the Geat Chief, had sent Nxele to
earth from this cavern. The dead did not die: they went to the
Chief and his eldest son, 'the broad-breasted (Sifubasibanzi)
son', who both lived in water, potentially in all rivers. Wites,
said Nxele, having nurdered their God's son, had been condemed
to inhabit the ocean, but were now energing, seeking land. If
Xhosa nmen killed all nud-coloured cattle, purified thenselves,
and called on the Broad-Chested One, nmen who had died, the
"under ground people', woul d tjse, arnmed. Wiites woul d be returned
to their country, the ocean

In 1819, Nxele prepared six thousand warriors to attack the
region's mlitary centre, Gahanstown. He had been sent to the
Xhosa nation by wuHanga (God), who controlled |Iightning,
peasants' answer to artillery; forefathers would aid them Wen
the cannons fired, nmany knelt, calling on the Broad-Chested One.
They were nmassacred. The big%ﬁst Xhosa arny ever nobilized was
def eated by sone 350 sol diers.

The reputation of the son of God survived. Wtchcraft was
responsi ble. Mst disasters, diseases, deaths, were ascribed to
witchcraft, often practised with ubuthi (evil substances.) Nxele
had rightly condemmed wtchcraft. He had rightly said that

2°S. Kay, Travels and Researches in Caffraria (London 1833), 127;
Peires, Phal o, 136.

B A Native Mnister, The Natives and their Mssionaries
(Lovedal e, ¢1908), 34-5; W Rubusana, Zenk'iinkono Magwal andin
(London, 1911), 190. See also South African Library, Gey
collection, 10b10, W Kaye, 'Kafir Legends and History'; A
St eedman, WAnderings and Adventures in the Interior of Southern
Africa (Cape Town, 1966), 249.

¥ J. Hodgson, 'Ntsikana: Hi story and Synbol' (PhD, University of
Cape Town, 1984), 209-214.



fathers' aid was crucial. 'Qur fathers were nen', one of his
councillors told officers. They had fed their famlies fromtheir
cattle, fought for their possessions, driven Boers qut. Sons'
history was different. 'W failed - and you are here.’

Sons continued to fail. Male privileges - land, cattle, political
power - haenorrhaged away. Chiefs - ‘'bulls' ruling 'dogs',
"fathers' ruling 'children’ - were subordinated to racialized,
gendered power. By 1848, nmany a chief in British Kaffraria was
regarded as '"an old wfe"', bossed around by Englishnmen. If a
key cause of mllenarian novenents is the underm ning of ﬁiites,
t hey consisted here of patriarchs undergoi ng emascul ati on.

Weakeni ng of 'fathers' provided opportunities for 'children'. In
1850, a teenager displayed the abhorrence of pollution and
spirituality t hat wer e si gns of becom ng an i ggi rha
(prophet/doctor/witch-finder.) He virtually lived in a river,

acquired the nane Manjeni ('In the River'), and preached that
the Xhosa had to forsake bloodshed, destroy ubuthi and worship
the sun as God.X As war again |ooned, Sandile, the 'Geat Bull’
in British Kaffraria, descended on this frail teenager, to secure
hi mas a wardoctor.

An order was issued. Al mud- and creamcol oured cattle had to be
killed. '[OIld nen would rise from the ground ; |ightning would
fall; whit men 'would nelt away', leaving their property to
Xhosa nen.™ Butchery erupted. Manjeni's war began, the biggest
anti-colonial war in sub-Saharan Africa in the nineteenth
century. It united Xhosa, Thenbu and Khoi nen agai nst Engli shnen;
it had elenents of a genocidal racial war. The inperial slogan
was 'exterm nation'. Carnage was unprecedented: soldiers killed
wonen with reapi ng hooks. Cultivation was pointless; many starved
to death. The Riverman nade his |ast prom se before succunbing to
tuberculosi&I Al killed in his war - about one in twelve Xhosa -
woul d ri se.

The two greatest wardoctors had |inked the concepts of war,
cattle-killing and male resurrection - and had bequeathed
di sasters. But the sins of the living explained calamties; the
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ability of dead and divine nen to kill continued to be val ori zed.
Bot h wardoctors had rejected bl oodshed, rejected inperial gender
norms, rejected remaking black nmen in the inmage of masters who
practised brute force and western rationality. They retained
popul ar support in a society undergoi ng conquest, where war was
equated with death of the | and.

BRI TI SH KAFFRARI A° AND GOVERNOR GREY

In col oni zed Xhosal and, its popul ace awash with w dows, orphans,
and wonen, historic changes were occurring. Land shortage was
crippling. Bridewealth, around ten oxen, was increasingly beyond
reach. The Ngqgi ka Xhosa under Sandile had borne the brunt of
recent fighting; in 1848, the npbst conmmon nunber of cattle
possessed by a Ngqgi ka man was two. Over one in three Ngqgi ka wonen
was unnmarried or a wi dow. Nunerous honesteads did not possess the
hal f dozen cows needed for survival. Although fermented mlk
remai ned central in diets, ngpy men began cultivating. Wge
| abour was no | onger voluntary.

An arny of occupation, and a state applying martial |aw, headed
by Colonel John Maclean, oversaw these traumatic changes.
Sol diers - whose redcoats terrified one child, who thought they
were stained with the blood of those they had killed - nanned
nearly thirty mlitary posts in and around British Kaffraria. War
scares were endemc: fewer than 4,000 soldiers nonitored sone
105,000 Xhosa in British Kaffraria alone. A nmjor panic erupted
after Britain declared war on Russia in 1854. Settlers were
agitated by troop exodus. Then Mengu allies allegedly began
peeling away. Redcoats rushed to the frontier sinply raised
political tenperatures. The Governnent, said Sandile, clearly
i nt ended war.

| f blacks saw nore 'locusts' as a sign of war, whites read sow ng
as an indicator of peace. If the Xhosa intended war, argued
Charles Brownlee, nonitoring Sandile's chiefdom they would not
be sowing: their crops could so easily be destroyed. Commander -
in-Chief Gey, who arrived during this panic, fresh from

subjugating the Maori, on whom he had honed his ruthless
opportunism had different ideas. The Xhosa were a 'mlitary
nation'. Each chiefdom had 'a standing arny'. A 'grand

confederacy against our power' supposedly existed. Since the
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enpire was mlitarily stretched, British ex-soldiers and their
famlies - some twenty-five thousand whites - should colonize
British Kaffraria, and live in villages in defensible cottages.
| ndi genes should be pacified through religion, enploynent, and
training Efn agriculture. £40,000 a year from Britain was
required.

O ficialdoms agrarian plans accel erated when an epidemc killed
perhaps one in three cattle in Xhosal and between early 1855 and
m d- 1856. Lungsi ckness has attracted nmuch academ c attention; its
i npact on the gender balance of power has not. It bankrupted
patriarchs, specifically, rendering many redundant as patrons.
Femal e-dom nated anmmgqirha, who had to uncover the w tches who
had inflicted |ungsickness, were thrust to the fore. Men's forced

march into wonen's donain accelerated. '[I]t is all corn now our
cattle —are nearly done', nourned nen; 'this country is too
smal | ' .* Xhosal and, plagued with droughts and clay soils, with a

popul ation density in Nggi ka chi efdons about seven tines higher
than that deened appropriate for neeting subsistence, was poorly
suited to heavy reliance on grain. The crops of Sandile's G eat
Wfe failed in 1854-5 due to soil exhaustion. Nonetheless, nen
coul d delay having to grapple with problens wonen had | ong faced.
Cattl e deaths generated enornous sales of hides and horns. King
Sarhili owned some six thousand oxen. Wen the epidemc
threatened them he began arrangiﬁp sale of hides. Patriarchs
|l osing cattle typically owned cash.

For officialdom however, the epidem c presented 'extraordinary
advantages for the introduction of a new system one nmain object
of which is to teach them to rely upon agricultural pursuits'.
Grey also thought [lungsickness presented a 'nost favourabl

opportunity for destroying...the Kaffir system of polity'.

Direct rule should be introduced. British officers would be
injected into chiefdons as magistrates. Chiefs were to becone
sal aried enployees. The legitimacy of 'bulls' was further eroded

when they fell in with these plans. Wen Sandil e, whose favourite
daughter was <called Victoria, pronoted irrigation, he was
contenptuously nicknamed ‘'lIrrigation Dtch', and accused of
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renouncing the struggle to regain expropriated |and. The Nggi ka
"had no Chief', one of his brothers declared. The Xhosa were
"emnently national', were unwilling 'to be civi%ézed', not ed
of ficial domuneasily of Grey's sweeping innovations.

Cl assic wunderpinnings of peasant mllenarianism were now in
pl ace. There had been a natural disaster and accel erated change
in a colony. Commoners whose cultural arrogance was renowned, who
woul d not speak a word of Dutch or English "if he thinks that you
do not wunderstand Kaffer Langyage', were being unwllingly
propelled into col oni zers' worl d. ¥ Elites were not responding to
adequately to crisis: black fathers were becomng white nen's
children; witch-finders could not control an epidemc; nen were
tunbling into wonen's work. But the ranks of peasant
intellectuals were open to new recruits, talking of the enemes
of their eneny - and of the 'nmen' of the past.

THE RUSSI ANS ARE COM NG

In md-1855, an archdeacon visited chief Mala, who had prom sed
to abandon Xhosa custons, learn to plough, and had, |ike nany
"bulls', adopted the dress codes of conquerors: a British
soldier's uniform He headed the second biggest British
Kaffrarian chiefdom neutral in the last three wars, stricken
with lungsickness. Although Mala apparently read British
dom nation as evidence of nasculine superiority, which he should
enul ate, other nen were calling this superiority into question

H's councillors wanted news about Russian artillery and skin
colour. Asked why they were so interested in a war in which
alnost a quarter of British forces died, one piously declared
they were afraid 'the_poor English should be beaten and then the
Russi ans m ght cone' . &' n i ndependent Xhosal and, with sone 70, 000
Ccal eka Xhosa with little experience of fighting frontier wars,
Sarhili told the archdeacon that he 'expected the Russians had
beaten the English'. They would 'turn the English out of South
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Africa as well', predicted the kiﬁ?’ whose father had been
captured and killed in the sixth war.

Englishmen had scarcely paused for breath between fighting
M anjeni's war and the biggest global war between 1815 and 1914.
The Xhosa posited ever greater continuity. 'The Russians are
bl ack people |ike ourselves'. Manjeni's war had | eft gapi ng gaps
in many honesteads; these were now explained. The Riverman,
Nxel e, and dead Xhosa warriors were in Russia. Nxele headed a
"black conquering Arny', annihilating Englishnen. Oher deaths
were al so on peasant EP nds. Many believed Manjeni could restore
their cattle to life.

Until this occurred, alternative ways of feeding famlies | ooned
|l arge. One mgrant had a solution for those agitated by heavier
reliance on crops. He returned from the Cape telling the Xhosa
"not to sow nuch, as the Russians were com ng and woul d give them
back the Jland'. As +the spring sowing season approached,
cultivation becane an issue. Runoburs spread: war was i mm nent.
Prophets arose. Mst were wonen, who have passed out of history's
glare into obscurity. A woman 'offering any opinion at all was a
source of astonishnment' to many men - except when she did so on
'great occasions', as an iggirha, when_her spiritual authority
facilitated a chall enge to gender norms.IE

One was the subject of chief Kama, a Christian, revering Queen
Victoria as his Geat_Chief, and boasting of being a 'black man'
with a '"white heart'.[3 He had col |l aborated in the eighth war; he
and sone three hundred nmen received expropriated land. Wthin a
couple of years, as land-hungry peasants abandoned their own
chiefs, some thirteen thousand people were nomnally under his
rule. The popul ation density was inpossibly high. Many were farm
| abourers. By the spring of 1855, _cattle deaths had soared. A
prophet began attracting attention. E

She is identified only as a wife, living in her father-in-law s
honestead, married to a man under chief Stokwe. Stokwe, weeping,
had surrendered his arnms in the seventh war, and been derided as
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a wonman. He enmerged from this conflict wthout one ox; his
daughter entered donestic service. Stokwe's people, however, who
had lost their land and many nen in the next war, and | oathed
Christianity, had a reputation for ferocity.® The prophet said
she was communicating with a victorious 'black nation across the
seas', comng to 'assist the [Xhosa] against the English'. People
were dispose of cattle and not to cultivate, 'as when the war
takes place, Cattle and Corn will be an encunbrance'. Men shoul d
make bi gger cg&tle folds, where 'at the appointed tinme they would
find Cattle.'

A wonman, |iving anong inmgrants undergoing proletarianization

surrounded by dying cattle and expected to work overcrowded | and,
subject of one chief taunted for effem nacy and of another who
had rejected Xhosa nmasculine nornms, was proposing that a black
nation would 'assist' the Xhosa, and that peasant attributes
woul d undermine mlitarism They had regularly done so in the
past: 'nen, instead of fighting, ran about |ooking after their
cattle' .®1n 1835, and again in 1846, martial fervour nelted away
when spring approached. In 1846, nen sat down, en nasse, in front
of troops. They did not want to fight, they said; they wanted
their wonen to sow. The war, tenporarily, ended. In the next war,
many civilians, terrified of having_their grain destroyed,
prom sed to try to negotiate surrender. @ Men with cattle to her d,
granaries to protect, and wonen who sowed, had patently not
fought to the bitter end. This mlitant proposed renaking
peasants in the imge of proletarians, and relying on the bl ack
nation for cattle.

Warriors would arrive, she said, on New Year's Day. Sandile
si mul taneously becane a state enployee. This, a chief told him
had mlitary inplications. The English were fighting; maiaSandile
"prepared to go with his nmen and help...l am ready."' Havi ng
"bulls' commt every 'dog' to fighting for the enpire was not a
popul ar dream But New Year's Day canme and went; the only new
arrival was the officer-magistrate. He reported antagonism to
"white nen as Chiefs', and avid interest in British deaths in the
Crimea. People had been told 'they need not plant as the Russians
would conme and fight'. The '"War Doctors" spread false reports
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F. Reeve to Maclean, 2 Aug. 1856.
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about this mar'.@

The first prophet was expelled; another pronptly replaced her
Her husband, 'Bhulu', was Kama's councillor. She was hostile to
his chief, his property, the entire order. She spoke of i mm nent
Russian victory - and often echoed Nxele, allegedly |eading the
bl ack conquerers. The Xhosa would be 'the favoured race' when
"white nen are swept fromthe face of the earth', because God had
cursed them for crucifying Hs son. Al Xhosa would renounce
Christianity; game-skin karosses would arrive. She directed
cattle-killing, non-cultivation and abandonment of wtchcraft so
that 'the good tinme may caome': she dug a trench so that wtches
woul d tunbl e underground.® Men, not wonmen, were pressurized to
dust thenselves over wth English <culture and ally wth
i nperialists. Men reaped nost benefits that androcentric
colonialismoffered. The gap between this femal e nationalist, and
her husband and chi ef, represented a broader trend.

Many in Kama's chiefdom had ties to those under his brother,
Phat o. Lungsi ckness made worse inroads in Phato's country than
per haps anywhere else. Drought wunderscored the problens in
transferring weight to an agrarian leg. The major prophet here
assunmed as his new nane 'Sihele' (Assegai.) He called for non-
cultivation and disposal of cattle; these would be encunbrances
in war. Unusually, the chief was a convert to the cause. He was
"no | onger a man', nourned Phato as he surrendeﬁfd in the seventh
war; 'an Englishman is |like a stone so strong' .*In his prine, he
and many followers had called on Nxele's Broad-Chested One to
raise forefathers. Now he was going blind; his cattle were
evaporating; 'nen" were even nore appealing. Phato 'was anongst
the first to listen to the War Doctors, who aﬂiised the people
not to sow . Mst subjects foll owed his exarrple.!E

A couple of mles beyond Phato's chiefdom on the other side of
the Kei, the only known prophet in independent Xhosal and exi st ed.
She spoke of Sifuba-sibanzi; she demanded cattle-killing and
abandonnent of mﬁtchﬁbaft. But she prophesied for nonths before
eliciting a reaction.® Mgrants were nore responsive, to runour.
M anjeni 'had sent word from the great war across the seas',
reported the nother of one. There "was to be a great war in the
land'; 'they were to withdraw all their people from anmong the

¥ BK 86, Reeve to Maclean, 7 May 1856, 7 March 1856.

“ BK 70, Brownlee to Maclean, 11 May 1856.

“ Ward, Kaffirland, 322; BK 14, Examination of Kwitchi, 14 Jan.
1858. See also GH 20/2/1, information from 'a shrewd and
trustworthy native', 14 Cct. 1855.

2 BK 86, Reeve to Maclean, 4 June 1856. See also W Hammond-
Tooke, ed., The Journal of WIIliam Shaw (Cape Town, 1972), 103.

® BK 71, Brownlee to WMaclean, 12 Dec. 1856; Berning, ed.,
"Conversations", 103.
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white nen'. The Riverman, said one group of deserters, had caused
the Crinean war. Since all troops would be sent togﬁussia, there
"woul d be a good opportunity to fight the English'.

This year-long period of runmours and prophecies of war was the
start of the novenent. This, allegedly inspired by desires to
appease Xhosa ancestors inflicting |ungsickness, began instead
with talk of British defeats and black Russians, of wardoctors
and warriors, wth a prophet <called 'Assegai' and actions
prescribed in the nane of war. A novenent with supposedly little
national i st content began with overt antagonismto inperialism A
novenent rarely seen in ternms of gender politics had wonen as the
main  prophets, chal l enging nen, their mle-only donains,
suggesting how wars could be better fought. Leading '"bulls' in
the chi ef dons where the novenent erupted had departed from heroic
mascul i ne norns; these were all chiefdons that had 'sat still' or
were inperial allies in Manjeni's war; patriarchs were also
often losing their cattle. Prophets stressed that those wanting a
"good tinme' should look primarily to other nen. At the heart of
national i st novenents, it has been argued, lies glorification of
i ndi genous manpower. At the centre of m |l enarian novenents, lies
a new man, new criteria for neasuring manhood.®™ The glorification
here was not of |iving manpower, but of black Russians and dead
Xhosa nmen. The masculine ideal was mlitarism Class attributes
wer e denounced in the nane of a gender ideal.

A novenent conceptualized as cattle-killing started, however,
only with non-cultivation. Sone eight hundred honmesteads in
Phato's chiefdom a quarter of those in the colony, grew no
crops. Many of Mala' s people, sone of Kama's, so of two ardent
pro-colonial chiefs, joined them defying chiefs.”® Regions hard
hit by lungsickness were epicentres of non-cultivation, but there
were no reports of cattle-killing in response to prophecies.
Information on this phase is sparse precisely because patriarchs
were not acting in alarmng ways, and showed little if any desire
to kill surviving cattle. Nothing is known of the dynam cs of
non-cultivation (which was probably facilitated by cash, by
reluctance to assune the inpossible burden of nmaking crops
central in diets.) Al that is clear is that the only known
prophet in independent Xhosaland did not call for non-
cultivation. Agriculture proceeded here, and in Ngqgi ka chi ef dons,
free of |ungsickness. Non-cultivation was confined to a mlitary
colony subjected to reforns intended to transform patriarchs
|l osing their cattle into agriculturists. The response was refusal
to sow, in the nane of war

“ 1 BB 2202 of 1857, R G ddy, 'Notes', 30; BK 10, statenent by
Jonas, 14 Feb. 1856.

®J. Breuilly, Nation and State (Manchester, 1985), 26; Burridge,
New Heaven, 11, 13.

“® BK 70, Brownlee to Gey, 11 May 1856.
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Xhosa nmen had, in one way or another, been fighting Englishmen
for alnost a decade: in the 1846-7 war, the 1850-3 war, the 1853-
6 Crimean war. Success, at |ast, seened within reach. Look-outs
were placed on hi lEhS’ to signal the arrival of a black arnmy on
Xhosal and' s coast.

THE BRI TI SH AND GERVANS ARE COM NG

Whites, too, had war on their mnds. 1856 opened with a scare,
involving disaffected Khoi soldiers. The Xhosa were allegedly
restless. He would request five thousand nore soldiers, stated
Li eut enant - Gener al Jacksw, commander of frontier troops, were it
not for the Crinmean war.* This, however, was al nost over. London
had an enbarrassing problem German nercenaries recruited too
late to fight remained on the payroll. Since defensible cottages
in British Kaffraria had appealed to few Englishnmen, an
al ternati ve began energi ng.

Barely had a European war ended when mlitarismin Africa began
shaping frontier politics. This, absent from anal yses of 'cattle-

killing', was one of its nost significant causes. Its origins |ay
in rising Boer-BaSotho tensions. In April, Gey was inforned by
the Orange Free State, newly independent, desperate for allies,
that it was about to attack a chief linked to the BaSotho

paranount, Mshoeshoe. Sinultaneously, Jackson reported that the
Xhosa were preparing for war and expected support from
Moshoeshoe. He wanted nore troops. Gey disagreed with his
di agnosis but agreed with the solution. _Mre troops were indeed
needed, due to Free State conplicati ons. &l

I mporting troops into a British colony, because a Boer state was
about to attack a chief in Lesotho, appealed to Gey, who had
aligned hinself with Boers, and wanted them back under British
rule. It made mniml sense donestically. Gey's outstanding
record in mlitary disinformation cane to his aid. Hs arny
chief, he clainmed, as he dispatched a warship to Mauritius, felt
the Cape was about to be attacked by 'form dable nmasses of
conbined natives headed by Moshesh'. A reginent had to be
obtained from Mauritius 'in the shortest possible tine'. He also
rushed Cape soldiers to the frontier. He then blandly infornmed
London that 'we have no iﬂffici ent evidence that any conbination
has been entered into...'

“ @ 8/29, Maclean to Gey, 3 July 1856; W Scully, Further
Rem ni scences of a South African Pioneer (London, 1913), 310.

® GH 23/26, Gey to Gey, 8 Feb. 1856.

“ GH 8/31, Maclean to Gey, 20 March 1857, enclosing extracts; GH
23/ 26, Gey to Labouchere, 24 April 1856; G Theal, Basutol and
Records, vol.Il (Cape Town, 1964), 171-3.

® GH 30/11, Gey to Conmpdore Trotter, 22 April 1856; GH 36/1, H
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There was no evidence. But Gey had taken a fateful step. He was
rushing redcoats to the frontier, because, allegedly, the Cape
was about to be attacked. What has | ong been read as the del uded
concl usion officialdomdrew about the 'cattle-killing' - it was a
war plot, orchestrated by Moshoeshoe - was not a conclusion. Gey
presented this as a prem se. A cascade of consequences foll owed.

Cape Town gentlenmen were incredul ous when warned of the imm nent
attack. On the frontier, however, Gey's fiction nmeshed with the
extant novenent. Wiite nmen suddenly discovered the Russi an- Xhosa
alliance, loomng war. Since 'the Kaffirs' wanted to 'drive th

English into the sea', "we are prepared to neet themin arns'.

Wthin ten days of Gey's announcenent of fresh troops, as
enpl oyers' talk of <conflict swelled the flow of deserting

mgrants, a new runour was generating great excitement. '[Q]Id
men/warriors/ had arrived from beyond the Sea'EZI A new action was
noticed in Phato's chiefdom cattle-killing. Peasants al ready

prosel ytized by 'Assegai' were not being bullied into subm ssion.
Men were also flexing their own nuscles. Friction over Gey's
pacification initiatives was flaring into violence. Muala's
officer-magistrate was trounced in an arned clash over theft:
" Governnent and Umhal a m ght go and be hanged'. A new m ssionary
unable to pay rent fled, after Sandile forcibly drove hone that
he was an unwanted intruder. The Xhosa, Sandile was inforned by
his magistrate, had rejoiced at the thought of expelling the
English. Their hopes were ill-founded. ree hundred sol di ers had
arrived. A thousand nore were inmm nent.

The king, his country allegedly awash wth arnmy deserters,
spreading rumours about Russians, was then propelled into the
charged situation. Maclean net him and demanded extradition.
Sarhili declared he had al nbst been nurdered. He 'had narrowy
escaped the fate of his father - and that only through having
nore nen'. Now he was expected to expel Khoi allies,
shar pshooters. The col onel _was 'seeking a cause of quarrel', he
announced, causing tumul t . B

Trotter to Gey, 22 April 1856; CGH 23/26, Gey to Labouchere, 30
April 1856.

° Cape Frontier Tinmes (hereafter CFT), 29 April 1856, see also 6
May 1856.

% GH 28/ 71, 'Deposition of a Confidential Kaffir', 3 My 1856

See al so BK 70, Brownl ee to Macl ean, 4 May 1856.

» BK 81, Gawer to Maclean, 19 April 1856. See also GH 8/28

statenent by J. Allen, 20 May 1856; BK 70, Brownlee to Private
Secretary of Gey, 16 May 1856.

* GH 8/49, T. Perks to Maclean, 11 June 1856; GH 8/29, Brownlee
to Maclean, 19 June 1856. See also GH 8/ 27, Maclean to Jackson

16 Cct. 1855; BK 79, interviewwth Kreli, 25 May 1856.
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London then fuelled the flanes: the German nercenaries could
colonize British Kaffraria. Not a nonment should be lost in
di spatching them declared Gey. The 'Kafirs from believing we
have been defeated by the Russians, are threatening to becone
i nsol ent ! Settlers exulted; Germans would end frontier wars,
forever.E]Prussians and bl ack Russi ans: such were the cargo cults
of maritime |iberation on Africa' s southern tip.

The new redcoats provided final confirmation of sinister intent.
Some docked in_June. 'Is there War' was alnost the first signa
sent to shore.® The seventh war had begun wi th under one thousand
regul ar troops. The eighth war had started with fewer than two
t housand in place. There were now over double this nunber on the
frontier, under a Comrander-in-Chief orchestrating a panic. Mre
prophets were arising: 'all the English are to be destroyed.'

"The only excitenment...anong Kreli's [Sarhili's] people is the
news of the arrival of many_ Soldiers and they inmagine that the
Govt wll comence a mar'.E] Lungsi ckness had just broken out
around the king's Geat Place - but Sarhili seemngly |acked
interest in his sick herds. Carcasses apparently paled before
"many reports of war', as, once nDreE]'"great sea-waggons from
the broad waters spit forth red nen."’

The teenager vainly prophesying in Sarhili's country, far from

energing as a deus ex nachina, only attracted attention as this
pani c escal ated. She lived close to the Kei, alnost on the sea,
on a river with a wide nouth. It was called the Gxarha: broad-
chested. Her l|ocation was outstanding for straddling colonized
and independent Xhosaland - and for invoking the cavern in the
east, with its Broad-Chested One.

A BLACK ARMY

The adol escent was allegedly an 'orphan girl'.EI More precisely,
she was a fatherless woman, of nmarriageable age, who chall enged
patriarchal norms of fem nine conportment by wearing no ochre and
demanding cattle-killing. Since nothers had no claim on their
children, she and her brother were interlopers in the honestead
of her father's elder brothers and their sons. Colonial sources
accorded her a nedley of nanmes: Nongow ie, Nongaule, Nongaul e,

» @H 23/26, Gey to Labouchere, 30 May 1856. See also LG 471, J.
Burnet to R Southey, 12 June 1856.

® GH 36/1, Illegible to Captain Wsenan, 6 June 1856.

¥ CGH 8/28, J. Ayliff to Liddle, 22 My 1856; BK 89, interview
with K Klass, 24 June 1856. See also GH 40/1, nonthly troop
returns; Mstert, Frontiers, 869, 1011.

® BB 2352, Chief Toise's statement, 3 June 1856, 81; Ward,
Kaffirland, 67. See also BK 89, infornation received by Macl ean,
20 June 1856.

* Peires, Dead, 79.
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Nongakul e. They had connotations of violence: she who chopped
down, broke off, hooked. Towards the end of her career, when she
was about sixteen, she acquired another name: Nonggawuse (as it
is spelt today.) A new nane, an obsession with purity, seeing
with new eyes, flouting of fem nine norns: she was, Iik%]Nkele
and Manjeni, called an igogo (iggirha eliligogo, a seer.)

Wil e she worked her uncle's fields, she was saying in md- 1856,
she had seen black nen. They included her father. They had ' been
fighting against the English', and had cone from over the water.
They were 'the people often spoken of...by Lynx [Nxele] and
Ur anjeni, as being a strong people'. They canme from a
stronghol d, had been sent by the Geat Chief of all the Xhosa,
Si f uba- si banzi, and would provide assistance 'in driving all the
white nmen out'. To obtain their aid, people had abandon ubuthi,
and "kill all their Cattle,—.so as to be stocked with others that
are free from any disease.'E

Her promse was wunoriginal. Her demands were conparatively
nodest. Historians who claimshe denanded total destruction, and
term her original prophecies 'startling', 'fantastic', 'far
beyond anyt hi ng spoken of before', 'anong the nost drastic' ever
made, have q@lied heavily on a press report witten over thirty
years |ater.®™ What one man recalled of her final prophecies was
not present at the start.

Contrary, too, to conventional w sdom she was not demanding
cattle-killing to ensure 'resurrection of the ancestors'. Nor was
she predicting that 'the dead wll arise . She was clainmng

| i ke her contenporaries, that dead nen had already arisen. Her
distinctive post-Crinean contribution was that she could see
them The 'dead, though to remain invisible until such tinme as is
appoi nted, have arisen'. She would look into '"a great hole' in
t he bush where she saw people 'l ong since dead quite alive and an
i ncal cul able nunber_ of new cattle', bellowng from their
' subt erranean cave'.E

® |sigidim Samaxosa (hereafter 1S), 2 April 1888; Hodgson,
"Nt si kana', 103.

® GH 8/29, Brownlee to Maclean, 19 June 1856; information
comuni cated to Chief Conmm ssioner, 4 July 1856.

%2 J. Zarwan, 'The Xhosa Cattle Killings, 1856-57', Cahiers
d' Etudes Africaines 63-64, XVI (3-4), 1976, 520; J. Peires, 'The
Central Beliefs of the Xhosa Cattle-Killing' , Journal of African
Hi story 28, 1987, 43; Mostert, Frontiers, 1191, Kel | er,
"Ml enarianism, 105. The 1888 source col | apses chronol ogy.

% Zarwan, 'Cattle Killings', 525; Peires, 311 and title of Dead.
“ King Wlliams Town Gazette (hereafter KWG, 11 Dec. 1856; GH
8/29, Gaw er to Maclean, 25 July 1856; Brownl ee, Rem niscences,
126.
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The religious concepts through which the novenent has typically
been viewed - ancestral spirits, Christian resurrection - are,
then, inappropriate for enbodi ed underground people, who had but
to perform a variation of what peasants did daily: vuka (rise,
get out of bed.) Oficialdomtypically termed them a new peopl e.
The adjective derived from Xhosa usage. People, however, carried
nore weight in Xhosa. These were 'the "Uhlanga" (new peoptfr,
t he 'uhl anga ol use gxara' (the uhlanga at the Gxarha river.)

Uhl anga has been interpreted as referring not to a people but to
a place, a God. The adol escent prom sed 'rebirth' from the place
of 'wetness, uterine danpness' (the cavern.)® Uhlanga, however,
had greater masculine content than these fem nized formulations
suggest. Black fathers (such as Khoi and nuscular Xhosa) had
energed first from the cavern, from one opening. Their younger

white brothers, wth 'soft heads', had energed from another.
Uhl anga, consequently, also nmeant original progenitors, and hence
peopl e/ chi ef dom race/ nati on, wth connot at i ons of pure,
prinordial nmale peculiarities. The belief that all 'white nen

[came] from one hole, and the black nen from another', conbi ned
with the connotative resonance between race and nation, nade
" uhl anga’ particula@hy appealing to Xhosa nationalists seeking
greater black unity.

There was no doubt as to which 'great hole' had been found by
adol escent, whose grandfather, Ham bore the nane of the Biblical
progenitor of all blacks. She saw a 'black race', including black
Russi ans, ningledEyﬁth and headed by young, strong forefathers of
the Xhosa nation.™ Although others hoped or prom sed that Xhosa
wonen were present, she had no interest in new wonen. Her people,
as masculine as the nyth, were brave nen, 'heroes'. They w el ded
spears, wore black blankets and karosses, had horses, dogs,
‘clean' cattle, and sai only those 'who die by the Gun or
assegai wWll rise again'.®™ They prom sed nore death. The uhl anga

% LG 410, Warner to Southey, 6 Feb. 1857; Rubusana, Zenk'ii nkono,
474.

® C. Crais, The Mking of the Colonial Oder (Canbridge, 1992),
22, 206; Peires, Dead, 131.

 D. WIlliams, The Journal and Selected Witings of the Reverend
Tiyo Soga (Cape Town, 1983), 124. See al so Indaba, August 1862;
A. Kropf, A Kafir-English Dictionary (Lovedale, 1915), 154; J.
Hodgson, The God of the Xhosa (Cape Town, 1982), 19-26.

% @H 20/2/1, Maclean to Gey, 25 March 1857. See also GH 8/29,
Macl ean to Gey, 17 July 1856; Rubusana, Zenk'iinkono, 124; J.H.
Soga, The South-Eastern Bantu (Johannesburg, 1930), 247; Long,
ed. ol dswain, 191.

® T. Soga, Intlalo Ka Xosa (Lovedale, nd), 177; KWG 14 Aug.
1856; GH 8/29, information comunicated to Maclean, 4 July 1856.
See also CGH 8/29, Gawler to Maclean, 30 June 1856, and
information conmmunicated to Maclean, 1 July 1856; BK 81
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of the Broad-Chested One was conpletely mlitarized: a '"yinpi
emmyama"' (a black _arny), an arny waging °'perpetual warfare'
agai nst Englishnen.E]'They of fered, however, only 'assistance'.
Unli ke the wardoctors she invoked, she who chopped was not
starting her career by delinking masculinity fromkilling. Wnen,
victinms of wars they did not fight, had al ready denonstrated that
they could be nore bloodthirsty than nen, already celebrated
violence as a formof male redenption.

To enlist the destructive powers of Russian and other black nen,
cattle did not have to be ritually sacrificed to appease Xhosa
ancestors: they had to be butchered (-xhela.) Xhosa nen had been
"wicked'; their possessions were 'therefore bad'. Their cattle
were bew tched, unclean, 'reared by dirty hands handling ubuthi
and ot her things such as incests and adulteries.' Sarhili had, in
a society where incest was an abhorrent crinme, contracted an
i ncestuous narriage, already seenmngly linked to the nysteriou&
deat hs of four sons. H's very praises condemmed his prom scuity.
If incest and adultery polluted cattle, then the nom nal owner of
all herds was deeply suspect.

Mal e defilenment also affected access to heroes. Before they woul d
see her uncle, WMl akaza, she told hin]Eihey said 'he nust first
kill a beast, wash his body clean'. Even after four days

purification, he and other nen could not see them Various wonen,
said the seer, could. Men, however, normally had to wait while
she withdrew into the bush, or follow far behind her to the sea,
or shout questions to her and her fenal e conpanion. Wat nost nen

badly wanted - to see warriors_and cattle, wthout fenale
internmediaries - was denied thenlnghis ran al ongsi de gendered
cattl e- ownershi p, gender ed pr opheci es, gender ed war f ar e.

Wardoctors traditionally had to maintain warriors' purity. Men
wi th uncl ean bodi es, handling ubuthi, rearing dying cattle, could
not mngle with heroes from the origin of life, wth clean
cattle, fighting perpetual war.

In all, re-examning a female intellectual, located within a nale
martial tradition, illumnates her alleged 'childish ganes' and

exam nati ons of Nonkosi from 23 Cct. 1857.

" Soga, Intlalo, 174; GH 8/ 29, Brownlee to Macl ean, 19 June 1856.
T CGH 8/29, Gawler to Maclean, 25 July 1856; IS 2 April 1888. See
also GH 8/29, information conveyed to Maclean, 1 July 1856; KWG
14  Aug. 1856; J. Opl and, ed, Wrds That Circle Wrds
(Johannesburg, 1992), 222; J. H Soga, The Ama-Xosa (np, ¢1931),
104; Bradford, 'Wnen', 364.

? GH 8/29, information conveyed to Maclean, 4 July 1856.

? @GH 8/35, Examination of 'Nonqause', 27 April 1858; GH 8/29,
Gaw er to Maclean, 25 July 1856; BK 14, statenment by Unmjuza, 24
Feb. 1858; Votes and Proceedings of Parliament, 1858, vol.1,
Appendi x |, G38-58, 1.
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"absurd'" prophecies. 'Rising from the dead was supposedly
profoundly alien to the Xhosa, 'borrowed from Christians'. Mich
androcentric ink has consequently been spilt on asserting
vhl akaza' s supp%jed Christian background, for which alnobst no
evi dence exists.® Rising fromthe source of |ife was, however, an
i ndi genous belief. So was the notion that vast herds could be
obtained if only an entrance were rediscovered. A nyth of origin
was now united with history, with what the greatest wardoctors,
and prophets during the Crinmean war, had already popularized.
"Ad nen/warriors' had already allegedly arrived fromthe 'bl ack
nation'. This prophet creatively |ocated her cosnopolitan, well-
travelled arny in the cavernous source of life; she posited One
of Great Strength, not the king, as their and the Xhosa G eat
Chi ef; she had preconditions for the defiled Xhosa to be infused
with revitalized black masculinity. The nen 'had arisen (Vuka)
but were not yet visible because all the Cattle had not yet been
killed...the Prophet had not yet given the word for theEilnpi)
Commando to go out because the people were not yet clean'.

Li ke her predecessors, she initially won mninml support for
cattle-killing. Powerful nen grunbled they would becone 'nobody’
if patriarchs returned. Key facets of her masculinist discourse
were, however, attractive. Firstly, she was unique at this tinme
in claimng sight of heroes and cattle. This proved highly
attractive; ocular proof was central in peasant culture.
Secondly, she addressed poverty, a crisis in masculinity. That
"finer Cattle' would 'rise out of the grownd' had great appeal

He was longing to 'see whether the nmen and cattle would "cone
up"', declared a chief in a[éegion ravaged by | ungsi ckness, where
nost possessed not one cow.™ Thirdly, as a war panic escal ated,
she spoke of a new black race equated with male killers. Her
her oes, whose inherent superiority over white nen was inscribed
in the very concept of uhlanga, appealed even to a pro-colonial
chief. The Xhosa nation, he declared, believed it was 'the

ol dest, greatest and firstborn son'. The 'Wite man is his
younger, snaller and later born brother'. Consequently, "it is
war...till the Brown nman is great and the Wite man has been
reduced to size.'” Black peasants (not only white intellectuals,

as too nmany texts suggest), constructed naster races. 'Bulls',
"dogs' and wonen could find common ground on the terrain of
raci ali zed, violent nmanhood, and invisible wonen.

“ Peires, Dead, 311; N Tisani, 'Peires, Pathbreaker', SAH] 25,
1991, 233-4. For a critique of Ml akaza's alleged career, see
Bradford, 'Wnen', 365.

» @GH28/71, Illegible to H s Excellency, 15 Cct. 1856.

® Gay, Visitation, 28; Long, ed., Coldswain, 189; LG 216, F.
Stringfellow to Southey, 14 Aug. 1856. See also Mostert,
Frontiers, 1190-1.

” G Pakendorf, nss. translation of A Kropf, Die Lugenpropheten
des Kafferlandes (Berlin, c1897), 15.
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Finally, although Bhulu's wife had been the nost popul ar prophet
when Gey inaugurated his panic, she suffered from a grave
di sadvant age. Wardoctors were traditionally nmen. But as troops
| anded and nen flowed to the broad river, WMl akaza (' Breaker-up')
began dissem nating his niece's visions. H's own apprenticeship
had begun.

A WAR PANI C

In md-1856, nen were flocking to Mlakaza as they had to
M anjeni, just prior to the last war. The parallels ran deeper.
Invisible nmen were not problematic: wardoctors could render
warriors invisible. The_'arny had gone to attack...the English
| anding from the Sea.'El In Phato's destitute chiefdom where
killing had begurtZI the demands of 'people from the earth' had

gr eat resonance. In Sarhili's country, t oo, many were
sl aught eri ng.

The teenager's demand allegedly inplied 'literal sacrifice' of
the Xhosa.®™ Yet npbst owned no cattle. Patriarchs |argely decided
they had to kill sone, not all; they slaughtered nmale aninmals
first. This inproved diets. The Xhosa had 'to Kill and eat',
recalled a fenale donestic servant. '| youest to belive it and

verey nmuch liked to go to the feast' .Bl Poor commoners with little
to lose and nmuch to gain - the traditional base of m !l enarianism
- formed a crucial constituency wel coming cattle-killing. For the
next few nonths, they dom nated the novenent.

The king also pronmoted it. 'His real nane's He who enjoys
ruling', ran his praises. Soon after Sarhili had announced that
the colony was seeking a quarrel, his nessengers fanned out to
chiefs. A 'strong people' had appeared. Phalo, Sarhili's great-
great-grandfather, a synbol of national wunity, had been sign.
Such men would assist 'in driving all the white faces out'.® A

novenent that had started anobng col oni zed conmoners was acquiring
aristocratic overtones, spreading geographically, and being
regendered. It now had a male prophet regarded in the sanme |ight
as Manjeni, nmale action saturated with martial connotations, and
royal support.

He had accepted a magi strate, responded Miala; 'he did not think
any notice ought to be taken of Krieli's message.’ Manjeni had
made sim |l ar prom ses 'and brought on a war of which they had had

® CGH 8/29, information to Maclean, 4 July 1856.

® CGH 8/ 29, Reeve to Maclean, 11 July 1856.

® Mostert, Frontiers, 1187.

8 Long, ed., Goldswain, 191.

& Opland, Words, 223; GH 8/29, information conmmunicated to
Macl ean, 1 July 1856; see also Gawler to Maclean, 9 July 1856.
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enough', replied Ngqgika chiefs.ld p scontent, nonethel ess, was
bubbling up frombel ow. Six thousand Gernman sol diers were com ng,
chiefs were told in md-1856, as Gey toured the frontier to
arrange for their influx. To nake space, nmany peasants now had
their acreage and cattle perm ssabl e sl ashed. 'vat...[maéﬂ doi ng
what was equal to naking war upon them , they conpl ai ned.

In md-July, the king descended on a teenager. He called out to
the 'strange people', she reported, that he had not known 'what
to do with the English, as they have been_stronger than the
[ Xhosa]; you have cone to strengthen us. ‘B pisr egardi ng her
wor ds, her gendered practices, her mlitarized uhlanga,
hi stori ans, conceding the paucity of evidence, have clained she
showed the king 'people dancing in the sea', and one of his

prepubescent dead sons. He, in an ‘'enptional state', was
‘captivated' . He 'issued formal comrmands (imyolelo) to the Xhosa
nation, ordering them to obey the instructions'. This -

i npl ausi bl e, unanchored by evidence - was the tutﬁing poi nt. The
total destruction she allegedly demanded erupted.

There is another explanation for actions wunrelated to her
original prophecies. Sarhili's wvisit replayed the start of
Manjeni's war. Mclean i medi ately asked the king to stop cattle
sl aughter - and threatened invasion if this did not occur. Fﬁahad
"many nen...l have sone new nen besides, and expect nore' . He
boasted of his masculinist intimdation. He discussed his nessage
with the Commander of British Kaffrarian forces. Runour s
mushrooned. ' Government will dig into the Cavern_ .to get out the
Russi ans', predicted Ml akaza. 'War will ensue'.EEI

During two invasions in the 1850-3 war alone, as nen threw
stones, infantry had plundered upwards of 19,000 goats, 40,000
cattle, enptied grain pits, destroyed crops. The nobvenent now
entered a new phase. Cattle-killing accelerated in independent
Xhosal and. In addition, many were frantically selling, or, if

@ 8/29, information communicated to Mclean, 1 July 1856;
Gaw er to Macl ean, 14 July 1856.

 GH 8/29, J. Laing to Mclean, 18 July 1856; see also CFT 16
Dec. 1856.

% 1858 Votes, Appendix I, 2.

® Peires, 'Belief', 60; Peires, Dead, 87, 314, see also 94-5, and
Mostert, Frontiers, 1189-90.

8 GH 8/ 29, Maclean to Kreli, 15 July 1856.

® @GH 28/ 71, Brownlee to Maclean, 30 July 1856, see also 5 Aug.
1856, and GH 8/29, Maclean to Gey, 17 July 1856; BK 1, WMacl ean
to Gey, 21 July 1856; Brownl ee, Reni niscences, 141. The section
of his nmessage threatening invasion, Mclean |ater clained, was
not delivered. Historians have believed him - but Brownlee and
Gey's entourage did not. The damage was done as soon as runours
er upt ed.



22

this were inpossible, destroying, resources. It "'was reported
that the Governor was about to nove a large force into Kreli's
country', stated Sandile; 'the Gal ekas' were selling 'many cattle
and goats and nuch corn'. As thousands poured into British
Kaffraria, besieging honesteads and traders, selling very
cheaply, they spread the panic.

Prophets raced to catch up. Trade had fornmed no part of the
ori ginal prophecies - but Ml akaza now sancti oned sale of cattle.
Selling goats, hens, ornanents, was equally alien - but the
adol escent now adopted her classic mllenarian stance. Their
wi ckedness was such, nen were told, that they should get rid of
"all earthly possessions'. Her nmen 'wish every thing in the
country to be nade new.' Ganaries sonetines six foot deep in
cattle folds should be opened, all stored grain cast away. 'W
will find you sonething EP eat', promsed her nen; all would
‘come oute of the G ound.'

Agitated trans-Keian nen insisted instead that Ml akaza fulfi

his original promses. Sarhili told himto produce the cattle and
newconers. They were at their stronghold, he replied. Reports
circulated from 1 August that 'Breaker-up' had been discredited.
New prophets tried to ride the wave. 'Fear not race of Black
people', cried one. In the earth's bowels he saw 'a new race' and
pure cattle. If contamnated cattle re swept off the earth,
white nmen would be forced to |eave. Kama' s chi efdom threw up

another female prophet. 'Bolo' (Qun-barrel), was not only
di ssem nating the Gxarha nessage, but also 'washing' nmen. 'I am
not talking about your killing, but of your being washed by
‘Qun-barrel', declared an incensed Kama to sullen arnmed nen.

Washing, a purification ritual, preceded conbat.

If a woman had adopted nartial practices, npbst nen were not
contenplating fighting. Like nost mllenarian supporters, they
sinply expected salvation to occur. Their calendar was | unar.
Ful | noon - the noon joins together (-hlangana) - was
particularly apposite for a new uhlanga to conbine with those on
earth. On the 'noon of "wonders and dangers"' (16 August), ran
rumour, the sun rising fromthe cavern would collide w th another
sun. Peopl e should assenble, wearing white. Russians, forefathers

% @GH 28/ 71, Brownlee to Maclean, 5 Aug. 1856. See also Mstert,
Frontiers, 1128; Peires, Dead, 17; WM Macnillan, Bantu, Boer

and Briton (Oxford, 1963), 338.

® GH 8/29, Gawler to Maclean, 25 July 1856; 1858 Votes, Appendi x
1, 1; Long, ed., Goldswain, 191. See also H Scheub, The Tongue
is Fire (Wsconsin, 1996), 311.

% LG 396, G Cyrus to Southey, 4 Aug. 1856. See also GH 28/71

i nformati on communi cated to Macl ean, 2 Aug. 1856, 6 Aug. 1856, 10
Aug. 1856; LG 472, H. Calderwood to Southey 2 Aug. 1856.

% BK 86, nenorandum of neeting, 4 Aug. 1856.
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and cattle would rise from a cave, rivers. Fields would sprout
grain. The English and their black allies - Christians, the
M engu, trousered nen - would wal k t hrough th& sea with renmaining
cattle to their uhlanga, where Satan awaited.

Settlers were not conforted when told they were safe until full
noon. Xhosa nen, thought many, intended a p@e-errptive strike
before the Gernmans canme. 'All this nmeans war'.® Mengu peasants
begged soldiers to hide grain. Traders, mssionaries and Boers
fled. They were also killing stock: roads were littered with dead
| anbs, sl aughtered because they delayed flight. In the spiral now
devel opi ng, peasants, 'when they hear that the Farners are
noving, imediately say "it is war", and would then conmence
kKilling their cattle.' '"[T]he Country "is already dead"', cried
commoners. In other wars, said Phato, 'he was rich, and had
reason f&f remai ni ng at peace, but now bei ng poor he wi shes for a
change' .®™ M grants rushed honme. Notions of what the future held
fuell ed wardances, naking of spears, reckless sale, feasting.
Commoners, told their chiefs disapproved, said 'they don't care
for their chiefs'.kl

Pro-colonial chiefs responded violently, promsing to fight for
Englishnen. Both white and Khoi nen living on ex-Xhosa |and
demanded weapons. Grey's fictitious war was fast materializing.
He hoped not to be rushed into war before Germans arrived - but
white nmen forned rifle corps, demanded artillery, declared 'the
war m ght be considered as begun.' Troops and police noved to
strategic positions. '[We ought to lick them in six nonths',
boasted an Englishman. As 'we want |and we shall have a good
excuse for taking a lunp to share anongst the Gerrran[a'. That
Grey was about to declare war was a comon Xhosa beli ef.

% BK 70, Brownlee to WMaclean, 25 Aug. 1856. See also G ahanis
Town Journal, 9 Aug., 16 Aug. 1856; GH 28/71, Brownlee to
Macl ean, 30 July 1856; 'General runmours in circulation', 4 Aug.
1856.

“ LG 472, Meurant to Southey, 11 Aug. 1856, see also GH 8/29, P.
Coetser et al to Gey, received 4 Sept. 1856; Gay, Visitation,
22.

® GH 8/29, statenent of Magomm, 27 Aug. 1856; Calderwood to
Sout hey, 5 Aug. 1856; Brownlee to Maclean, 9 Aug. 1856. See al so
CFT 12 Aug. 1856; Gray, Visitation, 14, 21, 25, 43.

% Peires, Dead, 176. See also LG 216, CC Fort Beaufort to
Sout hey, 3 Aug. 1856.

¥ Gray, Visitation, 20; LG 472, J. Bowker to Southey, 6 Aug.
1856. See also LG 472, Meurant to Southey, 11 Aug. 1856; J.
Fichat to Southey, Mnday [11 Aug. 1856]; GH 8/29, Reeve to
Macl ean, 6 Aug. 1856, 10 Aug. 1856; GH 28/ 71, statenent of Chief
Siwani, 8 Aug. 1856; BK 1, Gey to Maclean, 7 Aug. 1856; CH
23/ 26, Gey to Labouchere, 6 Aug. 1856; GH 28/71, H Vigne to
Macl ean, 5 Aug. 1856.
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Anal yses, however, omt this intense panic. The tw nost
significant warnongers also sidelined their own mlitarism
Lungsi ckness, insisted Maclean, who had been |anbasted for
t hreateni ng invasion, explained cattle-killing. The 'excitenent'
was confined to districts where the disease had inpoverished
peopl e. Lungsickness, declared Gey, was Kkilling cattle so
nysteriously that the superstitious Xhosa m ght be swept up by a
delusion. 'One of the main reasons for the Cattle-Killing was, of
course, the ravages of |ungsickness', historians have reiterated.
"Where there was no | ungsi ckness, the words of Nonggawuse fell on
deaf ears.' The 'gregﬁest excitement was where the |lung
si ckness. .. hit hardest."’

The epidemc was significant - but it spread through nuch of
Africa without spawning a simlar novenent. It did not correlate
well with 'excitenment'. |I|ndependent Xhosaland, threatened wth
invasion, was the epicentre. It was less badly hit by
| ungsi ckness than British Kaffraria. Cattle were nmarketable only
because they derived from disease-free zones. By August, in
Sandil e's chi ef dom t he bi ggest in British Kaffrari a,

| ungsi ckness was absent. Yet cattle and grain were being
frantically cast away. War had in the past generated simlar
responses: 'the Xhosa ld kill the aninmals rather than | ose
them to the colonists'. Only as a war panic escalated did
but chery - and nuch el se besides - occur on a significant scale.
Lungsi ckness is alnost invisible in Xhosa sources; the main poet

of the novenent wote instead of_'ilizwe |inmaxongo' (the country
is saturated with war runours.) Items being sold or laid waste
were overwhel mngly what 'locusts' wusually pillaged. Added to

this were actions fuelled by what prophets foretold and peasants
feared: arnmed conbat.

The power of the king and his state was, however, about to be
denonstrated. On 12 August, Sarhili ordered trans-Kei chiefs to
stop cattle slaughter and sale. He urgently requested Brownl ee to
visit him Wy was it 'that the English should get ready for

® Crais, Colonial Oder, 209; Peires, Dead, 168; Zarwan, 'Cattle
Killings', 524. See also GH 28/ 71, Maclean to Liddle, 4 Aug

1856; GH 8/49, Maclean to Gey, 21 July 1856; GH 23/26, Gey to
Labouchere, 16 Aug. 1856, 20 Sept. 1856.

® B. Macl ennan, A Proper Degree of Terror (Johannesburg, 1986),
180. See also GH 8/26, British Resident to Maclean, 3 April 1855;
BK 89, information from person beyond the Kei, 12 Jan 1857; BK
70, Brownlee to WMaclean, 18 Aug., 22 Aug., 1856; GH 28/71,
Brownl ee to Maclean, 5 August 1856. There is no evidence that
| ungsi ckness ever swept through Ngqgi ka chiefdons in the rel evant
period. By My 1857, when it erupted in one, nost cattle had
al ready been kill ed.

%3, Jolobe, Ilitha (Johannesburg, 1971), 48.
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war'; he had no such i ntenti on. it Sl aughter and sal e declined
dramatically, or st opped, i mredi atel y. Cattle sales had
considerably decreased, noted a trader on 12 August. Neither
cattle, nor goats, nor grain, nor anything el se had been brought
for sale since the 12th, reported a nmgistrate. Labourers
returned to work. Runours subsi&gd, al though the noon of
""wonderful things"' still pended. Hi storians, however, have
been less willing to jettison lunar rhythns. 'No believer slept’
on the night of the 16th's noon, it has been clained; only after
Nonggawuse's prom sed resurrection failed did tii king ban
sl aughter. Yet there was no 'First D sappointnent' bd From start
to end, the king refused to let mnoons interfere with royal
prerogatives. This, the novenent's first peak, had been
precipitated by his visit and a threat of invasion; it term nated
on his order, as he fretted about war. U timately, male politics,
not mllenarian beliefs, were in command.

After the 'First Disappointnent', runs academ c orthodoxy, t
novenent subsided; it was still 'very fragile in Novenber.
Whl akaza publicized that he, having sinply voiced his niece's
visions, was not a prophet. The fenale igog%Eyas subj ected to
cont enpt uous age- and gender-based dism ssal. Nonet hel ess, in
spring, far from subsiding, the novenent rooted itself in al nbst
every Xhosa honest ead.

" LOCUSTS AND AGRI CULTURE

Sarhili's attenpted rapprochenment failed. On the day he forbade
cattle-killing, Gey pardoned deserters, to enlarge his arny.
Frantic war preparations continued anong whites. A '"Kaffir war-
party', headed by Sarhili, remained a settler idée fixe. Bﬁimnlee
infornmed the king he could not visit '"an eneny's country'.EB

Sarhili had been threatened with an invasion unless he stopped
cattle-killing. He was repudiated as an eneny when he did. That

M Gay, Visitation, 59. See also BK 89, J. Crouch to Maclean, 12
Aug. 1856; GH 28/71, Brownl ee to Macl ean, 15 Aug. 1856.

2 1G 472, Meurant to Southey, 14 Aug. 1856. See also BK 89,
Crouch to Maclean, 12 Aug. 1856; BK 81, Gawer to Maclean, 22
Aug. 1856; GH 8/29, Lieut. Lanont to Macl ean, 13 Aug. 1856.

% Peires, Dead, 98-9, 102, 104. See also Zarwan, 'Cattle
Killings', 526; Mstert, Frontiers, 1192, 1198, 1200.

1 Peires, Dead, 99, 121. See also Mstert, Frontiers, 1194,
1204; Zarwan, 'Cattle Killings', 526-7; Lew s, 'Hi storiography',
262.

% Mpstert, Frontiers, 1190; GH 8/29, statenent by Nanba, 26 Aug.
1856; CFT 21 Aug. 1856.

6 KWIG 11 Sept. 1856; BK 89, <confidential information to
Macl ean, 18 Sept. 1856. See also CGH 30/11, Gey to Jackson, 12
Aug. 1856; Gray, Visitation, 53.
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war was intended was even nore plausible. He returned to the
uhl anga ol use gxara. An obdurate woman refused to |l et him see her
warriors. She promsed others only a mlitarized natura
phenonenon. A new devel opnent occurred. The 'people who were
formerly seen by Urhl akaza al one have now |l eft their forner place
of conceal nent'. They had | anded at river where the king kept
many cattle. This caused a sensation. "How coul d nmen disbelieve
what they heard and saw for thenselves', asked one. Male visions
conformed nore to British mlitary norns than had a wonan's: ma
"horse and foot nmen well armed' had energed from river nouths.

I f they had any stock, it was horses.

Less than two weeks after Sarhili had forbidden cattle-killing,
it recomrenced, under his |eadership. He began slaughtering his
own, en nasse, for the first tinme. He stepped into the vacuum of
mal e prophetic authority, ordering butchery, and wvirtually
forbidding sale to traders. Only after being scorned by white nen
preparing for war, after independent sightings, not after his
first 'enotional' encounter with a woman, did the king decisively
commt hinmself and his state to the novenent. The newconers had
allegedly also appeared in British Kaffraria: Gcal eka nen were
flocking to a river nouth to try to glinpse thﬁaarny. Sonme of the
"l ower orders' here al so recomrenced butchery.

War fears and gender politics underpinned these sightings. A
country disturbed by war reports - ilizwe Ilinmehlo - was,
literally, all eyes. As Ml akaza stepped back, nen linked to an
"eneny's country' rushed forward, shoul dering asi de a woman whose
arnmy was not nodern, not visible enough. They lent male authority

to their visions: 'l have seen all these things: it is not
Nongowl i e now but | that tell you'. Gender-specific pressures and
practices inproved their sight. Men saw not hing should ' kil

a beast today to "clear their eyes"'. At a feast organized for

si ghtseeing, 'sune of the men run for thear Horses' and gall oped
off to see 'old friends that had been dead'. The 'nen had...drunk
to nmuch of Kaffir fear [beer] to kHOMIMTEf they saw , reported a
wonman, in an unintended doubl e entendre.

Regendering of sightings facilitated an expansion in the
| eadership of men's 'old friends'. By pronoting the Broad- Chested

7 BK 70, Brownlee to Maclean 25 Aug. 1856. See also GH 8/49,
Macl ean to Gey, 28 Aug. 1856; BK 81, Gawl er to Macl ean, 30 Aug.
1856, 7 Sept. 1856.

% GH 8/29, Brownlee to Maclean, 19 Cct. 1856; BK 81, Gawler to
Macl ean, 30 Aug. 1856.

% BK 81, Gaw er to Macl ean, 30 Aug. 1856, see also 7 Sept. 1856;
GH 28/ 71, information to Maclean by 'a trustworthy man', 2 Aug.
1856; BK 70, Brownlee to Macl ean, 25 Aug. 1856, 31 Aug. 1856.

0 BK 81, Gawl er to Maclean, 21 Dec. 1856, and 7 Nov. 1856.

" long, ed., Goldswain, 193.
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One, a worman had linked herself to a wardoctor, and provided a
nati onal synbol of unity to people often disillusioned with their
own | eaders. But many had never heard of Sifuba-sibanzi. Talk of
the Strong Cn%E?enerated mal e resentnent: Ml akaza ' has not a God
of his own'. When nmen began seeing the fraternity, nore
divinities appeared, including the nore famliar uH anga. |nput
from bel ow was enhancing the appeal of the novenent's religious
nationalism of its black Suprene Beings and hostility to
col oni zers' religion. Believing %ﬂﬁt a He led them sone called
t hensel ves 'the "chosen of God"'.

The addition of male Gods, male visions, the king, his male-only
state, fuelled the next great lurch forward. Agriculture ground
to a halt anong sone 200, 000 peasants in Xhosal and and the Thenbu
reserve near Queenstown. Gender has been introduced to explain
this: wonmen, dream ng of cornucopias, refused to cultivate. Yet

men, in addition to being driven into tillage thenselves,
controlled agriculture's inauguration. | f a chief banned
cultivation on '"his' land, it was punishable. If nen laid waste
to granaries - as some continued to do - there was no seed to

sow. This year, agriculture typically came to a full stop before
wonen' s wor k began

Doubts as to whether to sow had existed during the panic. A
"girl' opposed cultivation; the region was drought-stricken; many
were flush with cash. Non-cultivation, conplained farners, was a
sign of war. Inperialists intensified their efforts to pronote
it. Seed was supplied. Farmng 'like an English " - with
pl oughs, in kilts, taught by soldiers - was pronoted. G ey also
accelerated what German influx had already encouraged: the
creation of peasant villages. Traders, lured with as nmuch | and as
they wished to farm were to establish village nuclei, where
Africans would be "allowed' tiny plots, and nonitored by 'village
police' and headnen. Conquest, in Gey's view, legitimted tﬂis.
The | and was Crown Land. Peasants had no rights to the soil.

12 BK 86, nenorandum of Kama's neeting, 4 Aug. 1856; see also
1858 Votes, Appendix I, 2. Oficialdom tracked down the
connection to Nxele (GH 20/2/1, Maclean to Gey, 25 March 1857),
but Sifuba-sibanzi was a praise nane, not that nore typically
used.

3 Berning, ed., "Conversations", 128. See also GH 8/ 29, Brownlee
to Maclean, 22 Cct. 1856. Divinities included Napakade (the
Eternal One), later clainmed as referring to the indigenous God,
Qamat a, and ' Si pungupungu’ .

" @iy, 'Landmark', 230; Peires, Dead, 117, 173, 315; Mbstert,
Frontiers, 1205.

5 GH 8/29, R Robertson to Maclean, 31 Aug. 1856. See also CFT
26 Aug. 1856.

1 KWIG 2 Cct. 1856. See also LG 645, Southey to J. Hoole, 8 Cct.
1856; GH 23/26, Gey to Labouchere, 4 Cct. 1856.
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There was a chief, riding a grey horse, said the teenager. "Hs
nane is Gey, otherwise known as Satan.' Every man retaining
cattle was destined for 'the place of the Grey beast, whose other
nane is Satan.' Peasants expecting black cavalry under bl ack
gods spoke of Ngwevu (Gey, the colour), Hash' elingwevu (Gey
horse), uRwexu (Grey beast, pockmarked person.) They were
di scussing racial politics, coded as talk of colours, religion,
animals. An Englishman was |ike a tane, acqui escent horse, ﬁj] was
said at the Gxarha. Wites were amagwangga (khaki animals).

In early spring, as Gey toured what he ternmed 'the front',
seeing British Kaffrarian chiefs, they opposed these views. If a
child's words led to war, said one, his nen would fight for the
state. They would all sow when it rained. In Sandile's chiefdom
cattle-killing had been banned. On 11 Septenber, sonme six hundred
m nor chiefs and councillors bought into Gey's headnen sEﬂerre,
praising himfor paying themfor exercising male authority.

The claim that introducing paid headnﬁa was central in sparking
non-cultivation is, then, problematic. O nore interest is what
hi storians of the novenent have ignored. The day after this
neeting, British soldiers began landing at a frontier port.
London, grappling with a post-Crinean surplus, had reacted to
Gey's April cri de coeur that war perhaps |oonmed. Four
reginents, a warship and artillery were rushed to the Cape.
During Septenber alone, soldiers under Gey's comand increased
by over 40 per cent. There were soon nore British regulars
(9,400) than had ever fought a frontier war. The 'arnmy on this
frontier', exulted the press, 'has not been equalled...by any
force station in peaceful tinmes in Africa since its conquest by
the British."

On the day 'locusts' began landing, Gey ordered a reginent to
march to the only point where the Cape adjoined the trans-Kei:
Queenstown, close to Sarhili's Geat Place. It 'offers a tenpting
point of attack to the Kafirs of Kreli's Tribe', he stated, and
"an excellent point fromwhich in the event of a war breaking out
we could ourselves assunme an aggressive position'. The press
appl auded as redcoats marched to Queenstown on 20 Septenber: this

1S 1 March 1888; Soga, Intlalo, 174.

G4 8/29, Gawler to Maclean, 7 Sept. 1856; Rubusana,
Zenk'iinkono, 123-4, 232, 272, 391.

W @H 23/26, Gey to Labouchere, 21 Aug. 1856; see also BK 70,
Brownlee to Maclean, 11 Sept. 1856, and 28 Aug. 1856, 4 Sept.
1856; GH 8/29, H Lucas to Maclean, 27 Aug. 1856, enclosing
stat enment by Nanba.

2 Peires, Dead, 112, 218.

2L KWG 16 Cct. 1856. See also GH 1/253, Labouchere to Gey, 14
July 1856; GH 40/1, nonthly returns of troops.
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would "intimdate Kreli, whose anxiety for war is universally
believed in'. One of Sarhili's nen was soon trying to discover
why soldiers had noved. The |local Thenbu populace, Xhosa-
speaking, recently dispossessed and relocated, but hitherto
hostile to the novenent, did not bother to gather intelligence.
As reports of garrisoni the district circulated, nmany began
"madly" Kkilling cattle. Pax Britannica was facilitating the
novenent's spread beyond et hnic boundari es.

As tidings 'of an alarmng character as to the designs of the
Governaent' burgeoned, the king returned to the uhlanga oluse
gxar a. He had seen, he told a trader on 17 Septenber, only a
speck in the sea. Thenbu nmen acconpanyi ng him had better vision:
they had seen horsenen. On 19 - 20 Septenber, as troops narched

to Queenstown, all promnent trans-Keian nmen net at Sarhili's
Great Place. Em ssaries fanned out to Lesotho, Mondol and,
Thenmbul and, Xhosaland. Sarhili, they said, had seen 'a great

host' of nmen. They had landed in boats. They lived in houses
"forced up like hills out of the earth', encircled by a trench

They "had cone to establish the independence of the black
Tribes'. Cattle-killing and abandonnment of ubuthi was to continue
- and pits were to be cleared of grain, no cultivation was to
occur. Any cultivator would be destroyed. No such fate was spelt
out for nmen refusing to kill cattle. Effem nate agriculture, the
desi deratum of Englishnen Eﬁeking paci fication, attracted the
wrat h of nationalist heroes.

The teenager was absent from nessengers' honosocial tales;
Whl akaza was but a bit player. This did not originate from himor
"Nonqgaul e', said the king. They were but the 'nouths' of_ 'the new

people', who wshed to speak to the Xhosa nation. He had
al l egedly seen, and acquired a spear from his martyred father
God, said Sarhili's councillors, had appeared fromthe eart He

required no cultivation; a mracle would conme from beneat h. The
trend begun with Ml akaza's defection was confirnmed. Authority
was passing higher up the chain of nmen. The shift from Xhosa to
British nmasculine attributes was also accelerating. Heroes in
kar osses, with cattle, visible only to wonen, fighting

2 GH 30/ 11, Gey to Jackson, 12 Sept. 1856; KWG 25 Sept. 1856.
3 KWG 25 Sept. 1856. See also CFT 16 Sept. 1856; GH 28/71,
Warner to CC Queenstown, 16 Aug. 1856, 23 Sept. 1856; LG 473,
Warner to Southey, 7 Cct. 1856.

2 CFT 16 Sept 1856.

% BK 70, Brownlee to Maclean 24 Sept. 1856, 26 Sept. 1856; BK
81, Gawer to Maclean, 1 Cct. 1856; see also BK 89, confidential
information to Macl ean, 18 Sept. 1856.

% @&H 8/30, information comunicated to Maclean by 'trustworthy
native', 8 Dec. 1856.

27 Chal ners, Soga, 117-8. See also GH 8/ 29, Brownlee to Mcl ean
20 Cct. 1856; Acc 793, Gawl er to Macl ean, 3 Nov. 1857.
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Engl i shnen, were now nen without cattle, with boats and houses,
visible to nmen, doing what 'locusts' normally did: destroy
cultivators.

As soldiers noved to their front line position, |eading trans-
Kei an nen endorsed the king's vision. The cultivation season was
never opened. Forty per cent of the Xhosa had no right to sow. A
burst of cattle-killing occurred. Cattle, said a chief, '"were all
to be Killed and then the white things (English) would
di sappear’ .

In colonized Xhosaland, nale politics were nore conplex.
'Governnent say we are to sow, that which is speaking to us
throh Url akaya says we are not to sow, which are we to listen
to.' The contest was first played out in Sandile' s chiefdom
During the week bracketed by the | anding of troops and the trans-
Kei nmeeting, wth Sandile (notoriously suspicious of being
ki dnapped) declining to visit Gey in a mlitary centre, nost
comoners declined to sow Those who dug the l|and, they said,
"would be fixed to the ground', forever, as was already the fate
of a Mengu man. This belief, dissemnated from the Gxarha,
becane w despread. Wardoctors could paral yze enem eﬁEthe bl ack
arny was clearly capable of immobilizing cultivators.

This, decided Gey, was not superstition. Not only had Sarhili's
word reinforced the decision in Sandile's chiefdom it had been
sent to Mdshoeshoe. Lesotho-Free State tensions were at another
peak. History replayed itself, wth higher stakes. The two
paramount chiefs, declared Gey, had united their 'barbarians'.
He reorgani zed his own bloated arny into '"mlitary colums ready
to ent erﬂpon aggressi ve operations against an eneny at an hour's
notice."'

War was now nore than a spectre haunting Xhosa inmaginations.
Troop arrival had already allegedly sent Phato's nmen rushing to
arnms. Cattle-killing had increased. Macl ean descended on them on
26 Septenber. Whites said 'Pato's people wished for war'. A
"l arge nunber of soldiers' had |anded. The Governnent m ght have
"to make war'. Their country mght be 'populated by white nen'.

Phato gave no word to till; his_destitute chiefdom entered its
second year of non-cultivation. Sl aughter had also erupted
% GH 28/71, Illegible to Gey, 15 Cct. 1856.

2% BK 82, Lucas to Macl ean, 29 Nov. 1856.

W GH 8/29, Brownlee to Maclean, 21 Sept. 1856; see also
comuni cation to Maclean, 8 Cct. 1856; CFT 16 Sept. 1856; Ward,
Kaffirland, 173.

Bl GH 23/ 26, Grey to Labouchere, 27 Sept. 1856; GH 30/11, Gey to
Jackson, 3 Cct. 1856.

2 BK 140, conversation at Pato's Geat Place, Miclean and the
Chief, 26 Sept. 1856. See also CFT 16 Sept. 1856; BK 89,
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el sewhere. Leading nen, on 26 Septenber, were sullenly opposed to
cultivation. This, a warrior-chief was to declare, was due to
"the land question'. H's people would not again cultivateﬁﬁhe
ground to which they had been renoved. He banned agricul ture.

Gey tightened the mlitary screws. On 27 Septenber, he sent a
nmessage to Sarhili. |If anything untoward occurred in British
Kaffraria, Gey would punish him What the Governor neant, stated
the mssionary-inforner reading this to Sarhili, was that two
t housand sol diers would soon be on the border. |If any chief went
"to war, he wll...mke war wupon you'. This only confirned
popul ar suspicions: 'the Governor intends to attack Krieli'. He
saw no point in cultivatin%g stated the king. Wwen war began,
troops would cut down crops.

G ey simultaneously bullied Mala's people. They, too, would
become his enemies if they obeyed their king. Men had already
enbraced cattle-killing. Troops, thought WMhala, would soon invade
his chiefdom He sent a son to 's the new people...now conmon
at the mouths of all the Rivers' . H's son saw them The Ki ng
had seen them 'Dont you go backing up the Englishman, you are a
[ Xhosa]', exploded the king's nessenger to a nman favouring
cultivation. They lived, he rem nded them on ground that was
Phalo's, not Victoria's. A week after Gey's threat, Mala
forbade cultivation.

Wthin three weeks of Sandile's nen thanking Gey for nmaking them

state functionaries, dramatic change had occurred. 'Red nen'
began | anding the next day. Grey imrediately threatened Sarhili's
country - and the die was cast for a masculinist contest of

strength. Chiefdom after chiefdom turned to the black uhlanga.
Wthin nine days of troops |anding, over half the Xhosa popul ace
had been conmitted to non-cultivation or had so commtted
thensel ves. Wthin three weeks, this enbraced about 80 per cent
of the popul ace. That war was imm nent was a conmon belief; every
man in Kama's chi ef dom brandi shed spears. Around |ate COctober, as
over a hundred thousand cattle grazed, there was hardly a
cultivated blade in Sarhili's country. Matters were little better
in British Kaffraria. Not only were peasants refusing to take

information fromthree different natives, 19 Sept. 1856.

3 GH 8/49, Maclean to Gey, 30 Cct. 1856. See also GH 8/29,
Lucas to Maclean, 27 Sept. 1856, 26 Cct. 1856.

¥ Gay, Visitation, 61; BK 70, Brownlee to Maclean, 13 Cct.
1856. See also BK 1, Gey to Kreli, 27 Sept. 1856; GH 8/30,
information comunicated to Maclean by 'trustworthy native', 8
Dec. 1856.

% GH 8/29, Gawer to Maclean, 7 Cct. 1856. See also BK 10, Gey
to Urhal a, 27 Sept, 1856; Acc 793, diary entry for 29 Cct. 1856.
% BK 81, Gawler to Maclean, 1 COct. 1856. See also GH 8/29,
Gaw er to Maclean, 7 Cct. 1856.
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care of the 'horse foode' Englishman planted: the anti-col onial
chal l enge was spreading. Patients were deserting the new health
programme of the G ey beast/pockmarked one. It allegedly supplied

medi ci ne Eﬂade of the excrenent of Wiite People', which gave them
smal | pox.

Who sowed? Sarhili's effort to persuade non-Xhosa chiefs that
“all black people were one', Gxarha prom ses to help other ethnic
groups, including the Khoi, who were also 'an oppressed peopl e’

failed to nove those not directly threatened by Gey's a.rny.Egj
Whl akaza, they replied, was a false prophet, I|ike Nxele and
Manjeni. As for the uhlanga wthout cattle at the Gxarha:
"I nkono | uhlanga, zifile luyakufa uhlanga' cattle are the
uhl anga, they being dead the uhlanga will die.) Non-cul tivation
af fected only Xhosal and, over half the Thenbu around Queenstown,
and neighbouring settlers who feared war. Anobng bl acks,

cultivators were largely those already aligned with col onizers:
the Mengu, Christians, state enployees. Chiefs who sowed
constituted a roll-call of those with pronounced pro-colonial
Ieanings.m

Mal e agriculturists, however, often parted conpany from wonen.
Runmours about being glued to the ground, it has been asserted,
were particularly w despread anong wonen, who, despite spousal
pressure, often refused to till. Yet fem nizing 'superstition' is
of limted help: nunberless nmen shared this fear. Wnen had
al ready given notice of greater enthusiasm than pro-colonial nen
for heroes who killed Englishnmen. There were nmany 'cheerful’
peasants. They 'smled" when told starvation Eﬁnded. Wnen were
singled out as particularly ardent believers. The subordinate
sex dom nates many m |l enarian novenents. The attraction here was

"men', strong enough to paralyze enemes and throw off the
i nperial yoke.

In all, war fears, not wonen, were central in precipitating non-
cultivation. Peasants were caught between 'locusts', ready to
nove at an hour's notice, and nationalists threatening

destruction if the earth from which a mracle would cone was
wor ked. Chiefs' decisions neant about two-thirds of the Xhosa
popul ace had no right to till. To this was added antagonism to

% Long, ed., Goldswain, 192; CGH 8/ 30, Fitzgerald to Maclean, 6
Dec. 1856. See also GH 8/49, Reeve to Maclean, 29 Cct. 1856.

8 @GH 28/71, illegible to Gey, 15 Cct. 1856; LG 473, Warner to
Sout hey, 7 Cct. 1856.

¥ Soga, Anmm- Xosa, 122. See al so Peires, Dead, 107, 121.

0 GH 8/49, Maclean to Gey, 16 COct. 1856, and 1 Dec. 1856; KWIG
23 Cct. 1856; Bandolier to Ed, CFT 24 March 1857; Peires, Dead,
118-121, 274.

“ GH 8/49, Maclean to Grey, 3 Nov. 1856. See also Peires, Dead,
117.
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agriculture so strong that few but pro-colonial nen dared
cultivate. Only on a literal reading can the 'Cattle-Killing
novenment' be terned 'very fragile' at the start of summer. In any
other terms, it was now a mass phenonenon: spilling over ethnic
boundaries, incorporating nost "bulls', and creating palpable
uni formty anong sone 200, 000 peasants repudi ati ng peasant hood.

A WARSHI P

"Red nmen' had barely docked when Grey dispatched a warship to the
Kei, to investigate the feasibility of landing troops there. The
Geyser, absent from al nost all accounts of the novenent, anchored
when Germans were expected. It did so at the Kei nouth, where
Sarhili had allegedly seen his host of nen. The day after it
anchored (2 Novenber), the king defiantly responded to Gey's
prior threat of punishnent. H's people would obey 'the thing
whi ch speaks'. Sarhili, reported the trader transnitti%% this,
' bel eave he Can doe wonders if the Goovaner shoud atack'.

The GCeyser's comrander and some sailors landed in a surf boat,
then sailed up the Kei. Messengers were dispatched countryw de:
Gey was landing troops. War cries sounded. Waponry was
frantically bought. Warriors assenbled to prevent disenbarkation.
"Wonders' occurred: the surf boat capsized. After its relaunch
the weather was so threatening that the ser retreated,
abandoni ng trophies, including a gold-Ilaced cap.

The tale spread like wldfire. The nmen who had arisen had
destroyed the warship and its crew. The cap was exhibit ar ound
Xhosal and, as proof. '[U niversal joy' greeted the news. Cattle
sl aughter re-erupted, nationally. This has been previously noted:
after the king's 'unconprom sing declaration...the excitenent
advanced without faltering'. The cause was not the king. Men,
stated a chief, thinking Eﬁhe Engl i sh have Sustained a defeat',
were 'madly' slaughtering.

In independent Xhosal and, where cattle-killing had Dbeen
declining, sone now butchered their cows. Sarhili clainmed to have
al nost elimnated his six thousand oxen. Headi ng peopl e allegedly
| ongi ng for another attack, he provocatively told inforners that

234 20/2/1, Sarhili's statenent, 3 Nov. 1856, and J. Crouch to
Macl ean, undated. See also GH 30/11, Gey to Captain Wsenan, 17
Cct. 1856; KWG 30 Cct. 1856; GH 8/ 29, Brownlee to Mcl ean, 22
Cct. 1856.

“ GH 8/48, Maclean to Gey, 20 Nov. 1856; KWG 13 Nov. 1856, 31
Jan. 1857; Brownl ee, Remn ni scences, 143.

4 GH 8/30, Brownlee to Maclean, 7 Dec. 1856. See al so Brownl ee,
Ren ni scences, 143.

1“5 Mostert, Frontiers, 1104; GH 8/ 30, Robertson to Maclean, 23
Nov. 1856.
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he was ready for war. Sifuba-sibanzi, it was said, was at the
Gxarha. Leading nmen had to be doctored for war and the
m |l ennium Ml akaza required them'to be washed that tﬂey m ght
thereby live for ever and becone invul nerable to shot'.

On learning that the warship had been destroyed, Mala, who had
not yet sanctioned cattle-killing, began slaughtering on a |arge
scale, and pressurizing his subjects to kill. '[S]how now whom
you are for the English or ne, | dont care for the CGovernnent'.
When nearby infantry held a shooting practice, they were said to
have been driven mad by Whl akaza. They were firing away—all their
ammunition, and would be unable to resist his arny. Simlar
patterns were evident in other chiefdons. A war victory
t ransf or ned " dor mant'’ cattle-killing into mass but chery,

sonetinmes of every cow. Wnen were of Ilittle relevance as
violence surged to the fore: the fenal Thenmbu Regent ‘'is
considered a nere cipher in this matter.' The teenager, too

was but '"the Grl' whose 'Father [Mlakaza]l] is a verey greait
man' . Peasants, joyous, feasting on beef, i'oke much 'of war in
reference to the prevailing superstitions'.Ma

Much nore than slaughter was occurring. In Kama's chi efdom where
nunmerous nen had becone mgrants in Cctober, demand for
enpl oynent after the Geyser tidings was nil. In British Kaffraria
at large, a nmere 219 wonen, children and nmen were registered for
work with Cape colonists in Novenber. In Decenber, this fell to
31. Labourers on local public works fell by a third between
Oct ober and Decenber. Some sang war songs as they worked. Not
only did waverers stop cultivating: wild crops were now uprooted.
Vast quantities of bread, sugar, rice and coffee were being
bought: a wartinme practice, urged from the Garha. Peasants,
pai nting thenselves with ochre and wearing ornanments to wel cone
heroes, were not only nmaking nationalist statenents, but also
adopting wartime dress. The elderly, ran belief, would regain

¥ BK 89, unsigned information, 3 Dec. 1856; see also GH 8/30,
Robertson to Macl ean, 23 Nov. 1856, information from'trustworthy
native', 8 Dec. 1856.

4 BK 81, Gawl er to Macl ean, 30 Nov. 1856; see also BK 81, Gaw er
to Macl ean, 20 Nov. 1856.

1“8 &H 8/30, Brownlee to Maclean, 7 Dec. 1856; CO 2935, Warner to
Sout hey, 23 Dec. 1856.

“ Long, ed., Goldswain, 191; BK 86, Reeve to Maclean, 8 Dec.
1856, see also 27 Nov. 1856; CGH 8/ 30, Lucas to Maclean, 8 Dec.
1856; GH 8/ 49, Warner to Macl ean, 29 Nov. 1856.

¥ G4 8/29, Reeve to Mclean, 25 Cct. 1856; BK 86, Reeve to
Macl ean, 27 Nov. 1856; BK 89, conmmmunication from Lanont, 2 Jan.
1857; GH 8/30, return of natives registered for public works,
Oct. 1856; 'Natives registered and sent to serve', Nov. 1856; CH
8/ 31, schedule 378, 10 Jan. 1857.
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youth if conflict occurred.isd D et, dress, songs, the absence of
crops, rejection of wage |abour, the politicization of everyday
life: all spoke as eloquently as cattle-killing of war.

In British Kaffraria, bursting with troops, few nmen w shed to
fight. The black arny would destroy whites. This posed no threats
to wonen's gender identity. After news of the warship's
destruction, Nggi ka wonmen outstripped nen in their enthusiasmfor
successful warriors. Having to rely on others, however, wounded
veterans' pride. He was not going to fight, asserted a warrior-
chief, but ad enough provocation 'to throw assegais at
Gover nnent . Mal e conbustibility existed. It was evident from
nobilization in response to a surf boat.

It was feared, too, by the master race. As cattle-killing
resuned, a scare occurred. Many |onged for Gernmans, w thout whom
Gey did not want to fight. Holding operations occurred.
"Kaffirs' entering the Cape at night, urged the commuander of
frontier troops, should be shot. Those found arned in the Cape,
wi t hout passes, should 'be shot on the spot.' Devel opnents in
Xhosal and strengt hened the hand of officiﬁés urgi ng avoi dance of
violence: famne would hunble the Xhosa. Tactical differences
nmeant believers hovered in tense expectation. The country was
dying; it was not yet dead. This, again, fuelled reckless
destruction.

Sonme held out: the amagogotya (the unyielding, disloyal ones, who
di sbelieved the 1igogo.) Spare the cattle, cried one. The
stronghold did not exist; 'the_earth has conpacted...no person
who has been dead wll rise.’ Their background proved their
words lies. These were largely nen who had benefited from
colonialism Oten deeply anxious about their property, those who
"manfully resisted t del usion' were being driven further into
the col oni al enbrace. Since they conpounded refusal to aid the
Xhosa war effort, by siding wwth white nmen tal king of shooting
"Kaffirs', they were accorded wartine roles. They applied to the
state for arnms, slept in cattle folds, were called or called
thensel ves a spy, 'a Govt soldier'. They incurred 'the odium of

B BK 71, Brownlee to Maclean, 12 Dec. 1856; GH 8/ 30, Brownlee to
Macl ean, 7 Dec. 1856; KWG 11 Dec. 1856, 28 Feb. 1857; Chal ners,
Soga, 119.

%2 BK 82, Lucas to Maclean, 29 Nov. 1856. See also GH 8/30,
Brownl ee to Macl ean, 7 Dec. 1856.

1 @GH 36/1, Menorandum by Jackson, 4 Dec. 1856. See al so GH 8/30,
Maclean to Gey, 3 Nov. 1856; GH 8/ 49, Maclean to Gey, 24 Nov.
1856; KWIG 4 Dec. 1856.

% Rubusana, Zenk'iinkono, 416.

% BK 71, Brownlee to Maclean, 12 Dec. 1856. See also Peires,
Dead, 180.
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bei ng traitors' .l Sharp distinctions between the elect and the
dammed characterize mllenarianism |In this case the black
damed, energing in a war context, consisting overwhel mngly of
men, were regarded as a fifth colum. Bitter antagoni sm exi sted;
"though this revolution has for its object the destruction of the
white man, the feeling...[seens] stronger against the Kafirs who
have opposed Umhl akaza'. O ficial dom wel coned this. ought to
be possible to 'prevent anything beyond a civil war ', bl

Gey's dispatch of a warship was nore than the 'laughable',
'fatﬁical' fiasco anusing those male historians who have noticed
it Unheroic though it was, it was done with martial intent:
invasion. It revealed the depth of hatred for redcoats and bl ack
turncoats, belying the claim that the novenent was not
particularly hostile to anyone, that the 'worst outbreaks of
anti-white sentjnent always occurred during the periods of
di sappoi nt nent ' . This was a tine of elation; the news that
sailors were dead evoked jubilation. Moreover, when patriarchs
enptied honesteads of cows, when youths would not work, when
wonen uprooted wild crops, when cash ran out, then the fam ne
that officialdom desired accelerate Children, the elderly,
ordi nary peasants, were already dying.

The role of 'men' as providers now surged to the fore. He had
eaten 'new nealies', one man told another. If one side of a cob
t hat thﬂd rise were shelled, ran runour, the other side would
regr ow. But the inpoverished were instead often conpletely
reliant on cattle slaughter by neighbours. The spread of cattle-
killing postponed higher death rates. This was about to occur.

MOSHOESHCE' S ARMY

Up to late 1856, cattle-owners had upheld a convenient fiction

they did not have to obey a woman. War threats, mlitary victory,
the demands of nen: these, not a teenager claimng they were
defiled and all cattle had to go, noved themto action. The nane
energing for believers - amathanba - had connotations of
subordination to male, not female authority. It neant, literally,

% BK 81, Gawler to Maclean, 17 Nov. 1856; BK 71, Brownlee to
Macl ean, 21 March 1857; see also GH 8/30, Fitzgerald to Macl ean

16 Dec. 1856; BK 86, Reeve to Macl ean, 29 Dec. 1856.

¥ BK 71, Brownlee to Maclean, 12 Dec. 1856; GH 8/49, Maclean to
Grey, 22 Dec. 1856.

8 Peires, Dead, 317; A Manson, 'An |naginative Exploration of
the Wrld of the Xhosa', SAH] 25, 1991, 242.

¥ pejres, Dead, 316.

% BK 70, Brownlee to Maclean, 19 Dec. 1856; BK 89, communication
fromLieut. Lanont, 2 Jan. 1857.

1 ' GH 8/ 30, information from person beyond the Kei, 25 Dec. 1856;
see al so Soga, Intlalo, 174-5.
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young nealies, and, figuratively, flexible, soft people. Yet
another neaning for uhlanga was old stock of mize. The
amat hanba, the younger generation of the all-male ﬁéiginal st ock,
possessed the 'softness’ of juniors to patriarchs.

Cattl e-owners, however, now had to cone to terns wth a wonman
i nterposed between them and the uhlanga. The Gxarha group was
bei ng reorgani zed. Heroes, said the prophet, did not want to
comuni cate through her uncle, a 'black bellied plebeian'. H's
senior chief, Nxito, replaced him But Nxito was an unyi el ding
one. He demanded ocular proof. He told a man to inspect the site
wher e appearances were to occur. The seer exploded. Her warriors
had quit. They would not comrunicate with a disobedient chief.
They woul d not becone visible at Decenber's full noon. They woul d
not provide cattle: 'the_new cattle will not cone out, while
others are in existence . An i gogo, communicating with nen who
had annihilated a warship, was invoking masculinist sins to
expl ai n del ay.

The ki ng backed her. He would kill any man who still owned cattle
in the near future, ran runour. He again filled the vacuum in
mal e authority at the Gxarha. Pressurized by desperate nen, he
began setting days for the great change. H's were not when
patriarchs had killed all cattle. Nor did he chose the neeting of
the noon (10 January), widely believed to be the day set at the
Gxarha. A king set his own tinetables. By Christna%QDay, he was
ordering nmen to kill because only six days renuained.

Resi st ance nounted. Many anmat hanba were recal citrant when ordered
to slaughter all cattle. 'Kreli tﬁ but a child, declared a
chief. He countermanded the order. The king, it was runoured,
had been bew tched; he saw what no one else saw. If his vision
and nasculiﬁbty were suspect, then it was 'very childish' to obey
"a girl". Suspi ci ous chiefs wer e transferring their
al | egi ances; the igogo becane ill. A nane chang%ENas not ed: she
was now ' Nongause [ Nonggausi] alias Nonqgakul e'. The new nane
derived from iqausi: a lumnary, dazzlingly white. If the

%2 Kropf, Dictionary, 402.

3 GH 8/ 30, Brownlee to Maclean, 17 Dec. 1856. See also GH 8/31,
Brownl ee to Maclean, 4 Jan. 1857; BK 89, information from beyond
the Kei, 7 Jan. 1857.

1 BK 70, Brownlee to Miclean, 25 Dec. 1856; CO 2935, W
Shepstone to Resident Secretary, 17 Dec. 1856.

% BK 89, information to Maclean, 11 Jan. 1857.

% BK 85, Robertson to Maclean, 10 Jan. 1857. See also GH 8/49,
Ayliff to Maclean, 22 Dec. 1856;

7 & 8/31, Brownlee to Maclean, 4 Jan. 1857, see also 11 Feb
1857; CGH 8/35, exam nation of 'Nonquase', 27 April 1858; BK 14,
statenent by Unjuza, 24 Feb. 1858; I|ndaba, Aug. 1862; Rubusana,
Zenk' i nkonmo, 123.
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synbolism of purity and enlightennent appealed to an igogo

battling to establish her <credentials, in a world of khak
animals and Gey, it backfired. "She who professes to
illumnate/ make brilliantly white', it came to be said,

"glistened in her mhitenes%;] A bl ack woman had been turned into
a "white thing', by whites.

The problem of an unreliable 'girl', however, had been solved
before. But to this was added an infantile king - when the recent
wave of slaughter testified to belief in 'men'. Just before
Christmas, on which settler war anxieties centred, reassurances
fl ooded Xhosaland. The prophecies had been fulfilled - in
Lesot ho.

This had everything to do with imm nent war in Lesotho. The Free
State had, finally, declared its intention of invading Lesotho in
early 1857. In popul ar inmagination, peasants threatened with war
had simlar responses. There was a wdespread report that a
prophet had ordered Moshoeshoe to slaughter. Just before
Christmas, the wife of a Lesotho man visited her father in the
trans-Kei. 'Moshesh's arny is already out', she declared. Wy had

he not killed? Her father - and— nmany others - 'recomrenced
slaughtering at a fearful rate'. (bedi ent BaSotho, ran the
tidings anong Ngqi ka nen, had received 'the promse' . This, they
t hought, included amunition. Mn who destroyed old supplies

woul d__receive better powder. Ardent believers fired theirs
amay.EaAA war doctor, it was postulated in Mala' s chiefdom nust
have been involved. Helped by nmen dubious about the Gxarha
circle, an extant prophet, Nonkosi, about nine years old,
acquired a new nessage. She was talking to Manjeni. He had been
to Lesotho; 'half of Mshesh's opI e were destroyed because they
were not quick in believing'.iﬂ The king, also frustrated wth
the Gxarha turnoil, seized upon these runours. Since Lesotho's
revolution had occurred, ran his New Year's nessage to British
Kaffraria, and Xhosaland's tinme was at hand, all cattle and goats

shoul d be exterm nated, imrediately. Sarhili would then 'insist
on t appearance of the people and cattle', in about two days
tinme.

% Scheub, Tongue, 310, 308; see al so Kropf, Dictionary, 350.

% G4 8/30, information from person beyond the Kei, 25 Dec. 1856.
See al so L. Thonmpson, Survival in Two Wbrlds (Oxford, 1975), 219-
20.

0 GH 8/31, Brownlee to Maclean, 31 Dec. 1856; see also LG 474,
R Tainton to Southey, 12 Feb. 1857; BK 70, Brownl ee to Macl ean,
25 Dec. 1856.

" BK 81, Gawler to Maclean, 15 Cct. 1857, enclosing exam nations
of Nonkosi; see also Gawer to Maclean, 30 Dec. 1856, and 12 Nov
1857; Acc 793, entry for 1 Cct. 1856.

2 GH 8/ 31, Brownlee to Macl ean, 4 Jan. 1857.
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Ferocious butchery occurred. Standard anxieties existed. A
| eadi ng believer discussed war and anticipated German arrival
with his magistrate. The Xhosa were afraid, concluded the
magi strate. As punishnent for transmtting the king' s nessage,
Sandil e's chiefdo was threatened wth death 'by war and
starvation united'. As pertinently, dem se of the disobedient,
from an apocal ypse, was immnent. In sonme chiefdons, slaughter
greatly exceeded previous eruptions; the |and stank of carrion.
Honesteads also reeked of anmnagogotya, whose very existence
endangered and polluted all who were ‘'clean'. '[Y]ou are
unbel i evers and uncl ean, dont cone near and defile us', shouted
sonme nmen to others; 'yo%ﬂnay now ride your horses, but soon you
will ride to the devil'.

Just after New Year, the king presided over a huge nmale neeting
at his father's Great Place (Butterworth), convened to wtness
him order the appearance of the underground uhlanga. But an

estimated half of all trans-Keian cattle still Ilived. Butchery
had been | ess concerted here than in a mlitary colony. The king
still owned c le. So did Ml akaza. So did nen in Nonggawuse's

nei ghbour hood. Mor eover, the king had invoked Lesotho, and had
set his own tinetable. Nonggawse's word to him had been that
Si f uba-si banzi was waiting to see himat her honestead. Her words
clearly still neant little to nmen. A nessage was sent to the
neeting. Last nmobon was the appointed tinme. This had been ruined
by Nxito refusing to do as he was told. Stubborn, rebellious nen
still existed. Heroes had dispersed. Only if the neeting of the
noon (10 January) was bl ood-red shoul d people rﬁéurn. Shoul d this
not happen, they were to wait for the new noon.

Subj ects of an inpotent king, told to trust in a prophet's noons,
despaired. The claim that 'believers were shattered" when 'the
full noon failed to rise blood-red” has little substance. A
woman's prom ses counted for naught beside mass male disillusion.
>From 6 January, in Sandile's chiefdom goats and hides stopped
being sold. Not a head of cattle was seen to be killed just
before or on the day of the noon. Their hope, said nany, was
gone. In Butterworth, hi des bought by traders plumeted

#GH 8/ 31, Brownlee to Maclean, 4 Jan. 1857. See also GH 8/31
Vi gne to Macl ean, 3 Jan. 1857.

7 BK 70, Brownlee to WMaclean, 25 Dec. 1856; see also GH 8/31
Brownl ee to Macl ean, 4 Jan. 1857, Lucas to Maclean, 7 Jan. 1857;
Chal mers, Soga, 120.

% BK 89, information to Maclean, 11 Jan. 1857; statenent from
person beyond the Kei, 12 Jan. 1857; statenent by Vigne, 25 Jan
1857; Peires, Dead, 151.

% G4 8/30, information from a person beyond the Kei, 25 Dec
1856; BK 89, information to Maclean from beyond the Kei, 7 Jan
1857; KWIG 10 Jan. 1857.

" peires, Dead, 152.



40

i medi ately after the neeting. —Milakaza, ran runour, had
'vani shed into space on the 7th'.EEI Sarhili, who left for hone,
declining to wait for a blood-red noon, atte ed suicide.
Peopl e, he said, were 'mad for follow ng Ml akaza'.

For the first time, Nonggawuse's original demands had been taken
seriously. Her hostility to extant cattle and disobedient
patriarchs was starkly reveal ed. Yef_the 'fate of thousands' did
not depend on her 'slightest word'. This wave of killing, too,
was sparked by talk of armes, a wardoctor, an apocal ypse - and
t he dates, demands and pronmi ses of a king. Collapse occurred when
his i npotence was reveal ed. Once again, nen called off a novenent
before a woman' s prophecies could fail.

The '"lull' continued until after 24 January's new noon. But the
greatest upheaval still pended. Believers allegedly hadEfo few
cattle that they had no option but to continue killing. There

i s anot her explanation for the single biggest wave of butchery.
NEW PEOPLE COVE OQUT

The mllennial dream of many settlers was fulfilled as 1856
cl osed. Mercenaries docked in Cape Town. Yet frontiersnen, urging
war rather than intolerable tension, had to wait two nore nonths,
for Major Gbneralﬁg?ron von Stutterheim and Gey, to arrive in
British Kaffrari a.

Speaki ng of runoured German arrival at his great neeting, Sarhil
said redcoats were 'put into Ships...to nmake the [qufa] bel i eve

they are new people'. GCermans were 'deception'. Commoner s
| earnt otherwi se. Mercenaries aware of the satanic aura their
all-black uniforns had, and conceptualizing Africans as

canni bals, began landing days later, then nmarched to a tent
| aager. There was nass black flight from the port. The 'Germans
shoot at [us] & carry large sticks...to get hold of wonen'.
Bel gians were called '"throat-slitters'. If soldiers were_to enter
their chiefdom pleaded nen, 'dont |let them be Ger mans. ' bl

% GH 8/ 50, Robertson to Maclean, 13 (15?) January 1857. See al so
GH 8/31, Brownlee to Miclean, 11 Jan. 1857; information to
Macl ean, 17-18 Jan. 1857; BK 71, Brownlee to Mclean, 13 Jan
1857.

' Peires, Dead, 152.

% Peires, Dead, 148.

¥ Peires, Dead, 150-1, 277; Mostert, Frontiers, 1206.

% A Sentinel, Tired of Wtching, to Ed., CFT 30 Dec. 1856;
Correspondent from i medi ate border, CFT 30 Dec. 1856; Mostert,
Frontiers, 1204.

% GH 8/31, information to Maclean by 'trustworthy native', 14
Jan. 1857.

1 GH 8/50, Vigne to Maclean, 1 Feb. 1857; Peires, Dead, 287; BK
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Magi strates were ordered to spread the news. Sandile's nmen were
informed that neans now existed for 'crushing themi. They called
their own neeting about CGermans: 'it is very clear the English
are going to fight.' Amathanba proposed war. Amagogotya said they
would not join them They wou warn the English. Believers
threatened to attack them first. War was al so discussed in the
trans-Kei. Fighting wthout worrying about the encunbrance of
stock was now possible, Sarhili told his councillors. Shoutﬂ G ey
"attenpt anything against ne, | have dogs that will bite'.

Al ternatives existed. Miala's people |learnt that 'new people' had
i ndeed abandoned the Gxarha, |eaving a nessage: 'we said that al
your cattle were to be killed, you have not done so - we |eave

you in di sgust'. Si mul t aneousl y, t he of ficer-magi strate
gl oatingly escorte%aanagogotya to the coast, to 'see "our new
peopl e conme out"'. "Underground people' pronptly appeared in

Mhal a's chiefdom The prepubescent Nonkosi (' Female chief') had
seen themrising froma river, had descended through a shaft into
the 'country underneath'. Mala, who so dreaded troops that he
never sl ept at home, and had nen posted to warn himof a surprise
attack, began killing every day. So did many ot hers. Nei ghbouring
peasants poured in. Another female prophet arose. Novel
injunctions energed; cash was also taboo. There were, said
Nonkosi, "many things' in 'their country', including sugar and
bread, which 'we did not possess'. Nonkosi, comunicating with
M anj eni, forsaken neither by thiéfnderground peopl e nor by male
st age- managers, rocketed to fane.

The arrival of white 'new people', and the departure of their

bl ack counterparts from the Gxarha, fuelled other | ocal
sightings. Eyes turned to the king. He had 'eit to see the new
people, or to put a stop to the whole thing.' He had doubts,

81, Gawler to Maclean, 14 March 1857. See also BK 10, Maclean to
Gey, 12 Jan. 1857; D. Schwar and R Jardine, eds., The Letters
and Journal of Gustav Steinbart (Port Elizabeth, 1975), vol.1,
17, 69.

% G4 8/31, Brownlee to Macl ean, 13 Jan. 1857; GH 8/ 31, Substance
of statenent to Macl ean, 20 Jan. 1857.

% BK 71, Brownlee to Maclean, 21 Jan. 1857. See also GH 8/31

information to Maclean by 'trustworthy native', 14 Jan. 1857.

B @& 8/31, Gawer to Mclean, 14 Jan. 1857; BK 81, Gawler to
Macl ean, 17 Jan. 1857.

% GH 8/48, Maclean's report on chiefs, 30 Sept. 1857; BK 81

Gawm er to Maclean, 26 Jan. 1857, 15 OCct. 1857, enclosing
exam nati ons  of Nonkosi . See also CGH 8/31, i nfornati on
comruni cated to Macl ean, 15 Jan. 1857, 16 Jan. 1857; comments on
schedul e 386, 29 Jan 1857.

% @4 8/31, substance of information to Muclean, 17-18 Jan 1857.
See also GH 8/ 31, nmenorandum on information to Macl ean, 29 Jan
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confessed Sarhili at the neeting where he discussed war, but was
determ ned to proceed. He called another great neeting, after the
new nmoon. As soon as this had passed, his word was dissem nat ed:
"the thing' ordered cattle-killing. Butchery resuned.

Sarhili also ordered that the amagogotya be cast off; his was to
be a nation consisting only of subm ssive ones. This had great
resonance. Wnen eagerly defined nmen who were clinging to cattle

- and clanbering over troopships, betraying war plans - as
abom nations. Mthers abandoned children rather than live wth
such husbands. Pol |l ution, segregation, death threats: even Mengu

amagogot ya cracked.

In late January, the greatest gathering of the political elite
since the novenent's start occurred at Butterworth. The Kking
di spat ched hkitﬁgs son to tell '"the new nen that all the chiefs
are assenbl ed'. Sonme amat hanba were then viciously purged as
infidels. Those remaining helped prove their credentials wth
hunger - shar pened visions. Water had becane mlk. Porridge had
filled a pot. Tents were rising from the local river: German
accoutrenents could be accompdated into constructions of new
warriors as readily as boats. These visions were dissen nated:
del egates sent a stream of nessengers to their chiefdons. Sone
heard that 'the people no | onger converse with the "Uhl anga"” (new
peopl e)’ téﬂough Whl akaza; 'they thenselves now see them and
converse'. QO hers heard that chiefs had seen vast herds and
bridled horses, that the apocalypse was in tw days tinme. In
response to mnessages telling of the visions—of the nation's
elite, peasants began sl aughtering irmediately.EZI

Nxito's son returned. Unlike his disgraced father, he had seen
"men horses guns__ at the sea, 'horsenmen with new saddles and
armed with guns'.EEI This fraternity was awaiting Sarhili, who had
first to seclude hinself; everyone else was to go honme. Men who
had al ready passed nmale tests did not abide by a wonan's notions
of purity. Thousands poured into her honestead, concentrating the
m nds of chiefs free of witchcraft ultimately all owed to approach

1857; Long, ed., Goldswain, 192-3.

® @& 8/31, Vigne to Mclean, 25 Jan. 1857. See also BK 71,
Brownl ee to Macl ean, 21 (25?) Jan. 1857.

¥ BK 71, Brownlee to Maclean, 4 Feb. 1857; GH 8/ 31, nenorandum
by Vigne, 25 Jan. 1857; BK 86, Reeve to Maclean, 31 Jan. 1857; BK
10, information to Macl ean, 2 Feb. 1857.

%2 KWIG 31 Jan. 1857.

% LG 410, Warner to Southey, 6 Feb. 1857. See al so BK 89, Crouch
to Macl ean, 3 Feb. 1857.

¥ @& 8/31, Brownlee to Maclean, 31 Jan. 1857; see also BK 71,
Brownl ee to Macl ean, 2 Feb. 1857.

% BK 89, Crouch to Maclean, 3 Feb. 1857; information to Macl ean,
25 April 1857.
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the '"inpi eyakuya e cwebeni' (army coming fromthe river nouth.)

They were still not allowed close to this 'nkosi uselwandl e’

(army still in the sea), but "all agreed that now their eyes were
opened...they had thenselves seen the new people in great

nunbers, both nounted and foot'. The 'new people were drilled

before Sarhili, ran runour. The chiefs of this 'sibiba esi myam'

(black, black mass) said that within eight days of the king
returning hone, honesteads shouhg] possess newly dug pits, old
pits clean of grain, no cattle. Once these preconditions for

the mxing of people of different kinds existed, they would
appear, and retake land. The two prophets in Muala' s chiefdom
said the Xhosa would regain their country up to G ahanstown.

Transkeian rumour had greater historical depth. Pre-British
borders, beyond which Xhosal and had rarely extended, would be re-

established: 'the EﬁM/people are to take the Country fromthe Kei

to Sundays River'.

The possibility remained that ordinary nen m ght have to assi st
them The Nggi ka had been sent a nessage from the great neeting
that 'they would perhaps find the English annihilated, but if not
t he new people would teach the [ Xhosa] how to fight'. They would
supply new guns, new ammunition, it was runoured. D d extant
weapons have to be destroyed? This had been conmanded, it was
reported. Wen few conplied, the ‘'correct’ or der was
di ssem nated: preserve weaponry.Egl Men liquidating or selling
other masculine icons clung tenaciously to their arms. Little
mar keti ng of spears, guns, ammunition or horses occurred - until
i mredi ately after the great day.

If retaining arns and tightening hunger girdles aptly synbolized

the entire novenent, it also related to current expectations.
VWhite farmers were clustering in |aagers. Amagogotya were arm ng,
calling for soldiers. "Kaffirs' mght invade the Cape at any
nonment, declared Gey; 'if r [occurs] | will do nmy best to give
them a thorough Iicking'. The Xhosa were 'sure the English
intend to nake war', éﬁ was reported from Grahanstown. 'It is a
conplete mania here.' Men clashed with troops. They plundered

stock from the Mengu and others because they were 'at war'. A

% S 1 March 1888; BK 89, information conmunicated by 'a
native', 11 Feb. 1857, and Crouch to Maclean, 9 Feb. 1857. See
al so BK 83, nenorandum 11 Feb. 1857.

¥ BK 89, Crouch to Mclean, 9 Feb. 1857. See also GH 8/31,
information to Maclean by 'trustworthy native', 8 Feb. 1857.

% BK 71, Brownlee to Maclean, 2 Feb. 1857. See also GH 20/2/1,
Macl ean to Gey, 25 March 1857; GH 8/31, nenorandum by Vigne, 25
Jan. 1857; BK 89, wundated nenpbrandum c¢7 Feb. 1857; BK 71,
Brownl ee to Macl ean, 13 Feb. 1857.

M @& 30/11, Gey to Lt. Gov. Scott, 16 Feb. 1857. See also
Mostert, Frontiers, 1209.

0 G ahams Town Journal, 7 Feb. 1857.



trader reported on intense hostility towards white men. b

Sl aughter of surrogates was first required. Only three of Phato's
herd of 2,500 cattle remained. Three was too nany. Posses
descended on honesteads to enforce bl oodshed. Sarhili renoved his
sister from her husband, who had killed 580 of his 600 cattle,
until he butchered themall. Sone hid their stock, ut during the
eight allotted days, a country becane an abatt oi r.24 Xhosa dreans
of horse and foot nen were materializing as nmen butchered al nost
all stock but horses and dogs. Both in reality and in
i magi nation, they were now closer approximtions of inperial
sol di ers.

The rmounting human death toll was allegedly "all wight: they
were only gon to fetch the others'. Nxito's son asked to be
killed: he would vuka with the nen. There were runours, fuelled
by famne, that the elderly, or wonen, or children, should be
killed. Wultures, carcasses, corpses, untilled _fields, talk of
murder: 'The "country is dead"', said comoners.

To survive the day when the sun would turn blood-red, then set
where it rose, followed by blackness, a tornado, an earthquake,
peasants gallantly fortified their honmes. They cleared away
grass, so that reptiles that would roam the land would be
scorched. They made strong doors to keep out carnivores. They
dug huge pits, painted thenselves red. Then, at dawn on 18
February, 'uhlanga...lwavuka': the nation arose, to stare at the
sun. Its return to the cavern would signal that the amathanba
were about enter the realm of the Broad-Chested One, the dammed
that of the Gey beast. Had the king's novenents been wongly
reported? Days later, a traveller saw 'people sitting in rows
wat ching the rising Sun...'k

Nonggawuse's prophecies had, for the first tinme, run their
course. The novenent's back was broken. Restraints inposed by

ot BK 82, statenent by Cheva et al, undated, cl1l8 Feb. 1857. See
also BK 89, Crouch to Maclean, 7 Feb. 1857; GH 8/50, Maclean to
Gey, 9 Feb. 1857; KWG 14 Feb. 1857; BK 95, R Speedy to Lieut.
Hor nbl owe, 15 Feb. 1857.

22 @GH 8/31, Brownlee to Maclean, 21 Feb. 1857; information to
Macl ean by person from beyond Kei, 24 Feb. 1857; BK 10, WMacl ean
to Gey, 2 Feb. 1857; BK 14, exam nation of 'Kwitchie', 18 Jan
1858.

%3 Long, ed., Coldswain, 193; CFT 17 Feb. 1857. See also BK 89,
menor andum 28 April 1857; GH 8/ 30, Reeve to Maclean, 14 Jan.
1857; KWIG 10 Jan. 1857; CGH 8/50, Reeve to Macl ean, 8 Feb. 1857.
4 Soga, Intlalo, 178, see also 174; GH 8/31, information to
Macl ean from person returned from across the Kei, c24 Feb. 1857.
See al so Chal ners, Soga, 121; Brownl ee, Rem niscences, 134; IS 1
Mar ch 1888.
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"men' collapsed. Amathanba sounding war cries snashed into
amagogotya honesteads. Soldiers were killed. Grey and von
Stutterheim arrived. Germans, outraged by an officer's nurder
hoped reprisals would start. It is Mlakaza' s war, sali Xhosa
men. '[War has been al ready declared', cried the press.

A novenent born of war was not over. Cattle-killing re-erupted.
New prophets arose. Rebellion in India and troop exodus re-
ignited hope. 'Indians are the new people', it was prophesied in
1858. Indians were 'a black race'; '"their race is overpowering
the English in India'; '"the black nations of the East have nearly
extirpated the English'. By 1860 news of war in China was
all egedly feeding into prophecies that blacks had destroyed all
"the English "over the sea"; doomawaited all white nmen "on "this
side of _the sea"'; the Xhosa were to becone 'masters of the
wor | d' . Bl A" movenent starting with black Russians ended with the
bl ack nations of Asia - although this was not the end for those

who still believed two decades l|ater. But these phases, it is
recogni zed, occurred in the context of war.Wat had |ooned
occurred: civil war, invasion of the trans-Kei, Free State-
Lesotho war. It is the preceding period, | have argued, that of

fictitious wars, inmmnent wars, panics, that needs rethinking.
Men proving their manhood in conbat have been accorded wei ght by
scholars and in popular nenory. But a novenent enbedded in wars
that no Xhosa nmen fought generated catastrophe. Never had ilizwe
lifile cone nore literally true.

CONCLUSI ON

Some 175,000 peasants lived in Xhosaland in 1855. About 26,000
did so in 1858. A nation had been decinmated, scattered,
di spossessed; it ceased to exist. Mobile skeletons initially
provided macabre proof that the dead had indeed arisen

Frontiersnen had little nercy as sone 40,000 died. Fam ne was, as
ever, a mlitary weapon. Ever hosa 'saved from starvation...is
just one nore eneny fattened'.

In the immediate aftermath, the king was wi dely blaned as the
central instigator. God, chiefs, anmgogotya and ' Breaker-up'

2 KWIG 28 Feb. 1857. See also GH 8/ 31, Mnutes of neeting at
Anta's Great Place, 4 March 1857; J. Schwar and R Jardine, eds.
The Letters and Journal of CQGustav Steinbart, vol.2 (Port
El i zabeth, 1978), 2; Peires, Dead, 204-5.

2 Mostert, Frontiers, 1234; BK 89, statenent by Posse, 2 Feb.
1858; D. Wlliams, 'The Indian Mitiny of 1857 and the Cape
Colony', Historia 32, 1987, 61-2.

27 Mostert, Frontiers, 1219. See also Peires, Dead, 267, 286,
319-21.

2 BK 82, Confession of chief Fadana, 24 Sept. 1857; Peires,
Dead, 106, 278.
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were indicted. But Ml akaza starved to death. Sarhili lost his
country. Chiefs were inprisoned for a decade or nore. Nonggawuse
and Nonkosi, due to gendered practices, were jailed separately
from nmen. Scapegoats changed. The process of inventing a
tradition, which excul pated black nen, and indicted a G ey beast
and his "white thing', has yet to be traced. But as continuity
with the past snapped, so Nonggawuse, prinme representative of the
'new wonen' who had energed, becane an icon of evil. Patriarchs
desperate for food bonded around gender with white nmen: 'they had
been deceived by the false words of a female'. '[We are a broken
nation', declared Sarhili and his brother, due to '"this girl.'
Literate nen, archetypal amagogotya, published sardonic accounts
accordi ng Nonggawuse prine responsibility. By the early twentieth
century, she of brilliant whiteness had been assimlated into 'a
plan of the whites to break the nec f the amaXhosa because we
had not been broken by all the wars.

Subsequent academ c expl anations retained a wonan at the heart of
the tale, but sought broader causes. This has been an attenpt to
denonstrate the difference that adding gendered nmen to the tale
makes. Conventional w sdom al nost conpletely neglects white nale
mlitarism This, a quintessential masculine practice in an
inperialist age, necessitates a history ranging beyond nationa
boundaries: Britain, Muuritius, India, Russia, Gernany, Belgium
Lesotho, the Free State and New Zealand all formed part of
Xhosaland's tale. In response to this conplicity of white
masculinity with violent conquest, the novenent infused Russian,
I ndi an, Khoi, BaSotho, Mpondo, Thenbu and underground men into
the capacious concept of a new black uhlanga. This pan-black
nationalism drawing on enpire as nuch as Africa, involved
relentless pursuit of other nmen, and in turn requires rethinking
Xhosa masculinity. Tales of nmen never defeated on battlefields,
wi th giant wardoctors, inpose inperial gender ideals on peasants,
whose immediate interests conflicted with death of the |and.
Clains that the 'precolonial Xhosa social formation was still
intact, right up to the tine of Sir George Gey', obscure a
prol onged crisis of masculinity, generating nmen who were 'old
w ves', cultivators, fathers of daughters called Victoria or in
donestic service, nigrEﬁts with barely a head of cattle, chiefs
wearing arny discards. Gender had a history. That masculinity
changed over tinme both enhanced the appeal of fathers - and
al l oned sons to dream of repudi ati ng peasant hood, of reinventing
t hensel ves and heroes as nodern soldiers, the masculine apex of
i nperialists.

29 Peijres, Dead, 210; Mostert, Frontiers, 1215; Pei res,
"Suicide', 32. See also Report and Proceedings, wth Appendi ces,
of the Governnment Comm ssion on Native Laws and Custons, &4-83
(Cape Town, 1883), 270.

2% peires, Dead, 54; see also Zarwan, 'Cattle Killings', 534.
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The overarching gender bias of master narratives creates further
probl enms. Explanations centred on cattle have seened plausible
due to marginalization of everything but this prinme synbol of
Xhosa nmasculinity. Yet non-cultivation initiated the novenent,
then gave it a mass base. Nonggawuse has been portrayed both as a
child with "absurd" instructions - and as a wtch ex machi na. Yet
as an intellectual pronoting a black political discourse,
comuni cating with an arny, she transgressed gender stereotypes.
The power to sway 200, 000 peasants was not, however, accorded her
sex. The novenment's non-lunar rhythns, the obscurity surrounding
her name, synbolize the centrality of the king, Mlakaza, nale
visions, male-only politics, male-only conbat.

If these insights are included, causation and characterization
change. The novenent was not inward-looking, wth little
nationalist content, centred on ungendered Xhosa ancestors who
woul d be resurrected, with white nen playing but a mnor role. It
was outward-|ooking, sensible to a black diaspora, hungry for
black nmen who had killed Englishnmen. They were accorded
mascul i ne, secul ar, nationalist tasks: teaching Xhosa nen how to
fight, regaining land and independence, renmaking the nation by
injecting cattle and 'nen'. The greatest wardoctors had
popul ari zed the ability of departed Xhosa nen to rise from the
ground. In 1855 - as a devastating war uniting blacks across
et hnic boundaries gave way to the nineteenth century equival ent
of Wrld War 1, as fresh blows, including a cattle epidemc,
rained on patriarchs - predomnantly female visionaries ranged
beyond these wardoctors, beyond nation states, beyond Xhosa nen.
Excluded from nmen's parochial political terrain, femal e prophets
(and runour) spoke of black Russians, a black army, a black
nation; of mlitarismas the new gender ideal, to which class had
to be subordinated. Non-cultivation began. Wen the Conmander-i n-
Chief inported British troops in response to Boer-BaSotho
tensions, and British gentlenen pronoted colonization by Gernman
nmercenaries, another femal e prophet, telling of new black nmen and
new cattle from the source of |ife, propelled her uncle into
national notoriety. Cattle-killing erupted. As the nmaster race
sought to bludgeon peasants into subm ssion, the novenent was
driven to new heights: with threatened invasion of the trans-Kei;
the influx of redcoats into the largest frontier arny ever; a
warship garnering intelligence for invasion; threatened war
agai nst Lesotho; German nercenaries. The torque, the stress
propelling the entire novenent, was white male mlitarism The
sacrifices demanded of defiled southern Africans, to enable a
bl ack wunderground arnmy to fight, escalated. Utinmately, the
greatest ever upsurge of black nationalism pursuing an elusive
i deal of black masculinity, demanded class suicide. It bequeat hed
deat h.

Arguing that gender nmakes a difference renders explicit the
inplicit assunption of master narratives. Accounts of the
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'Nonggawuse Cattle-Killing' are already highly gendered. Xhosa
wonen generated emascul ation. Prophets precedi ng Nonggawuse were
all egedly all wonen. Nonggawuse, assert nany Xhosa nen today, was
a fermale; one expected that behaviour of a female. As scholars
express it, her conduct was 'peculiarly femnine' . She "lured an
entire people to death' wth visions centred on 'uterine
danpness’', piihaps preci pitated by ‘‘unconsci ous sexua
frustrations' .2l wnen donminated 'soft’' believers, men the 'hard'
unbelievers. Practices coded femnine or effemnate dom nate

anal yses ('enotionali , non-mlitary tactics, "frenzy of
religious excitement' .23 Sarhili, a "weakling' in his youth, vve?z.s—?]
a 'very limted ruler', timd in war, credul ous and enotiona

Gey was a duplicitous '"Artful Dodger', prone to fiascos, drugs

and nervous collapse. H's victory, relates Xhosa tradition, was
achi eved not Eﬁairly through mlitary means but deviously',
through a girl.

'"[One is still left asking why the cattle killing occurred' .
Schol ars have been urged to expl ore Xhosa psychol ogy, Xhosa
synbolrsnr t he daEﬁ monbs and 'uterine hole' allegedly central in
wonen's Vi sions. however, the parochial, peculiarly
femnine tale preferred by history is infused with aggression so
naked that its neglect seens extraordinary - an enpire at war,
"licking Kaffirs', butchering cattle to vaporize whites, wonen
with appetites for blood invading wardoctors' domains, a deadly
battl e between 'He who enjoys ruling’ and a Conmander-in-Chief, a
bl ack-and-white world of genocidal war between heroes and devils
- it becones instead a terrifying nmasculinist contest of
strength.Inplicating masculinity in a catastrophe 1is not,
however, a vision that has captured inmagi nations.
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